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INTRODUCTION. 


Y intent, as a compiler 

of the following tranſ- 
actions, is to enter upon the 
ſcene of buſineſs with as little 
trouble to the reader as poſſible, 
without the form of a preface 
or apology; and yet, for the 
ſake of information, there is a 
neceſſity c of ſaying a few words 
in the place of botu. 


The world, more through a a 
tender and compaſſionate con- 
cern for Mr. Walker, than out 
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of n meer curioſity, has long made 
enquiry regarding his ſuffer- 
ings : * How the man, who in 
his public character ran ged che 
eas, c as a hawk does the air, 
in ſearch of enemies „and ge- 


nerally victorious, ſhould fo far 
ſink under the diſpleaſure | of 


thoſe very gentlemen, whom 


: he moſtly « endeavoured to ſerve, 
as to be held by them LY pri- 


ſoner for now four years. And 
how he, who was before poſe 


ſefſed of a very ample fortune, 
5 ſhould become a debtor, by the 
many valuable prizes which he 


had taken. To this we will ſay, 


that a mo bs indeed aroſe in 


his 


INTRODUCTION. vii 
hisfor tune by his having advanc- 
ed too freely ſeveral large. ſums 
to his officers and the men a- 
broad; which were diſputed i in 
his accounts at home, to a dif- 
ference of near five thoufand 


pounds. But ſuppoſing him 
indebted to them, the world 


with greater aſtoniſhment asks 
the queſtion, © why they ſtill 
detain him ; when by ſuch im- 
priſonment he becoming a bank- 
rupt had given up his all to his 
creditors, who had any claim up- 
on him ?” But to give the beſt 
anſwer it is in my power, I have 
often heard Mr. Walker himſelf 
lament how unbappily thoſe very 


A'S gen- 
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gentlemen were impoſed upon in 


a bad belief of him, by ſome 
evil men; who, to ſcreen their 
own wicked acts from juſtice, | 
and to get into favour of thoſe 
gentlemen they had abuſed, 
falſelyrepreſented his i intent only 
of proſecuting his right at law, 
_as an avowed reſolution” of be- 
coming their enemy, and under 
that advantage charged him as 
the author or confederate of their 
on baſe attempts N nN 


As 1 had dat D for 
ſuch I ſhall ever deem it, of 


having been with him in moſt 


of the cruiſes he made, and en- 


4 eons gage- 
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gagements in which he com- 
manded, — che late wars, | 
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eee ae him 4 to give : 
me leave to publiſh an account 
of his conduct as a commander 
at ſea, to ſhew the world. that 


no part of, that conduct could # 


with any propriety be uſed, as a 
reaſon for his being ſo long con- 
fined; urging the circumſtane 


of ſuch confinement as a ſufli- 


cient reaſon for the publication, 
but I have been more than once 


checked in my purpoſe, with 


theſe words, Have patience, my 
friend, the public does not get 
make my caſe its concern. 


AG 


iilke ſame); the general curioſity 


x INTRODUCTION. 


But the houſe of comm mmons 
having, under their conſideration 


and as n their general r. 
to mankind, the publie has rea- 
ſon to expect that ſuch exami- 
nation of his particular, though 
not ſingular caſe, will produce a 


law for the relief of all perſons 


from the power of the re- 
ſentment of their "ereditors'; | 
(who, as the laws now fiand; 3 
are the only people in the ſtate 
who: have power of doing an in- 
jury to their fellow ſubjects, 
without being accountable for 


particularly into- circumſtances 


4 detail of his actions at fea, to 


INTRODUCTION: 
has been raiſed to enquire: more 


relating to him, and into the 
therefore apprehended it a fit 
ſeaſon for renewing wg n | 
applications. 
For tho whilſt Eile un lie 
ſubmitted to that auguſt body, 
till ſome determination be agreed 
on, for the aſſiſtance of all per- 
ſons in the like circumſtan- 
ces, we would not be thought to I 
2 from that ſubmiſſion, 
the following ſheets being only 


ſet his conduct in the firſt place 


r yet he 


me- 


xi INTRODUCTION. 
methods uſed by ſome of his ene- 
mies to miſrepreſent him to the 
world, x oblige his friends to 
diſſipate: ſuch falſe repreſenta- | 
tions, endeavoured to be drawn 


over, as a cloud againſt the truth 
of his actions; leſt a prejudice 


at this time taking place againſt 
him, might be of deſtructive 


conſequence. We ſay not this 


from a miſtruſt, that any one of 


Mr. Walker's friends in particu- 
lar has been ſingly ſet upon to 


withdraw his regard from him; 


but as an offer to enter the liſts, 


whenever an attack ſhall be 


made upon the whole i in general; 


and to ward off APY: ſtrokes of 


art 


. 


INTRODUCTION. x, 
art in the combat, a few of his 
particular friends have thought 
proper to adviſe this defence, or 
Narrative of Facts, which, like 
the engravings on Æneas ſhield, 
may repreſent ſuch truths as check 
the force of his competitors. . 

On theſe arguments of his 
friends, I at length gained the 
permiſſion ſo long ſollicited; 
but after having delivered the 


copy to him for his peruſal, I 


muſt own, I received it back + 
from his hands much diſſatisfied 
at the ſeverity of his correction, 
he having run his pen thro very 
near one third of it. At which 
I am not ſo much diſobliged, 
6 


my 


zy.1NTRODUCTION. 
by the ſhortening of the per- 
formance, as at the loſs of real | 
truths, which would have iluſ- 
trated the chieſ perſonage of my 
work. And though this ac- | 
count may ſpeak to the modeſty | 
of the gentleman himſelf, yet it | 
is ſo far paradoxical, that it takes 
greatly from his merit.  How- 
ever, as 1 would not oblige the 
world i in this particular at his 
pain, I took his permiſſion on 
the beſt footing, I could get it; 
and have only repaited the breaks, 
with ſome few additions, where, 
by the chaſms made, a new ſpli- 
eing of the thread was neceſſary 
a ina ver | 
in- 
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introduction of circumſtances. 
And will only ſay of him herein, 
as Mr. ern en ee 
e 

Poets loſe half tho vrai they would have got, 
Was it but known what they difcreetly blot. 
As the various accidents ari- 
1 ſing in ſuch a courſe of action, 
and the ſucceſſes attending his 
conduct, were at all times be- 
held and-noted down | by me as 
matters, which, beſides the na- 
tural entertainment they might ö 
give in the telation, were worthy 1 
of my own attentive review of 
them, as an improvement to 
myſelf; 1 therefore not otily 

| made a commentary” of 


* 


pro- 
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acted under him therein; for as 
to his own relation of them, 
though I never once had the 
leaſt denial of his friendſhip, I 

am leſs obliged; to him than to 
any one man living. bin 
Tho the account of * miles 
dihingithed, as being under the 
managers of the Royal Family 
_ ſhips of war, be that 
which 


proceedings as they aroſe, where | 
L-myſelf was preſent, but have 
ſince, to co mpleat my hiſtory, ; 
carefully gathered every parti- | 
cular: of thoſe actions, from | 
Which I was abſent,” in the re- 

peated and compared reports of | 

thoſe. officers and others, who | 


. BE 1iNnTRODUCTION. wii 
re which principally concerns the 


ve ¶ conſideration in view, as they 
y, conſtitute the reaſons for his 
i- I preſent impriſonment; yet as the 
m former cruiſes were introductory 
e- Wot theſe, I beg leave to give 
of © ſome account of the whole, 


chiefly to range facts in their 
proper places, which by com- 


„ mon report have been crouded 
e into the actions of one cruiſe, 
1 © when: they belonged to another. 
o And for the more agreeable 


reading, I have for the moſt part 
dropt the journal and ſea phraſe- 
ology, to throw the matter into 

a leſs circumſtantial and more 
eaſy relation. 1415 (44s 
In 


KI INTRODUC TION, 
In entertainment of mylalc 


1 have alſo ventured eee * 


to; deviate from the Com 


| | 
tract of the ſubject ; my gg 
ſuing various concurring inci- ö 
dents, as they intervencd, which, : 
tho! they may be thought by q 
ſome ſevere readers to be run- 
ding out of the way too near 
the borders of romance, I am 


perſuaded will be pleaſing to 


FLY 


many, and pardoned by all; as 


we ſhall never loſe fight of the 


main road, or err from truth. 


For in offering this ſtory to the 


world, I look upon myſelf as 
giving an invitation to a various 


company; and ſhall endeavour | 
4 8 - to . 


N, 1 INTRODUCTION. xix 
_ 1 o ſpread the table : but leſt 
any thing ſhould be diſliked,” as 
3F erezgn or out of ſeaſon; every 
a- ſuch plate ſhall have a marked 
cover to it, that they, who my 
h, may paſs it over. 

by Mr. Walker, from his own 
N generoſity, has frequently made 
another objection to the preſent 
publication, that of his friends 
being put to the expence of 
reading any relation concern- 
ing him. Did my fortune, like 
his ſpirit, ſet me above the 
common faſhion of letting our 
friends, whom we invite, pay 
for any part of the entertain- 
ment; I ſhould then have had 
* the 


xx INTRODUCTION. il 
the pleaſure of aſking his friends 
at my ſole expence. But as the 
caſe ſtands, they muſt look on | 
che invitation like our uſual | 
turtle- feaſts; where the owner | 
gives the treat, and the com- 


pany pay for their wine. 
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CHAP. p 


Mr. Walker, being part owner of the 
ſhip Duke William, takes out letters 
of marque for her, eſcapes a Spaniſh 
privateer, enters with his ſhip into 
the government's fervice at Caro- 


ina, and ane trade of chat 


e 


JE are now „being with the 
detail of ſeveral actions, 
wherein Mr. Walker, as a 

ommander, always prevailed to the in- 

ire ſatisfaction of his employers, and of 
he officers and people under him, We 

Vvould not, however have it imagined, 

Vobe bs 4M that 
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that he undertook and executed ſuch ; 
command undiſciplined in the art of | 

war. Such ſucceſſes could nat in the | 

nature of things be expected, but from 
_ an attained knowledge and approved | 
experience, of the powers of that art. 
He was not, it is true, brought up in 1 
the navy of England, a circumſtance L 
fo far a diſadvantage to him, as more 
than once to have fruſtrated the inten- j 
tions of ſome gentlemen, his friends, f 
who wiſhed to ſee his talents exerted } 
in that higher ſphere of honour—hbut | 
he was early and regularly educated in | 
the navy of Holland; and had been : 
in ſome engagements under various | 
commanders in the Dutch ſervice, a- | 
- gainſt t the Turks. An univerſal peace 
: becalming the European ſeas, he turn- 
| ed his talents to the attaining a for- 
tune in the neareſt branch of buſineſs 
to that in which he was educated; 
| nginely, 


=, 
8 K 


VOYAGES. 3 
namely, that of trading, in his own 
ſhips, wherein he always command- 
ed. To this circumſtance we may 
greatly aſcribe that calmneſs of temper, 
and preſence of mind, fo prevalent in 
him on all occaſions; as he learned 
the art of command and oeconomy 
together, at the conſtant riſque of his 
own property. N = ; 

In this ſtation we will take him up 
in the year 1739-40, commander, and 
a conſiderable owner of the ſhip Duke 
William, bound from London to Gib- 
raltar, and from thence to South- 
Carolina. The war being now de- 
clared, and Mr. Walker chuſing to 
reap what advantages thereof might 
accrue in the aforeſaid paſſage, deter- 
mined to put himſelf in the beſt poſ- 
ture of defence, and took out letters 


of marque for the ſaid ſhip, not with an 


intent to cruiſe as a privateer, but to 
1 3 pieo- 


r = 
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4 CoMMoDoRE WALKER'S 
proceed with her on a trading voyage. 


Accordin ngly he fitted her out with, 


FE re ® 


twenty guns; but did not, incumber 


4 


his trade. with a greater expence than 
that of. taking thirty-two. men, his. 
buſineſs heing only to ſecure his 


voyage: for which purpoſe he alſo. 


too with him a parcel of marine- 
cloaths and other things, to make a. 
| ſhew of. men anſwerable to the force 


of his ſhip, i in caſe of meeting with an 
enemy. He had the good fortune to. 
ſucceed in this device a very few 
days after he ſet ſail. In his paſ- 
ſage from London to Gibraltar, off 
Cape-Finiſterre, at break of day, we. 
fell in with a Spaniſh privateer of 


- twenty-four guns; and ſeeing her a 


ſhip of force, and full of men, Mr. 
Walker immediately ordered our 


marines on deck, who wanted no 


breaſt-work between them and the : 
enemy, 


bs 
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enemy, either to conceal their num- 
ber, 'or in reality to fave them 
from their fire. Thus ſetting up 


all the hand-ſpikes and other pro- 
vided utenſils, and dreſſing them in 
the marine cloaths, and alſo exerciſing 
the boatſwain's call, in the higheſt 
notes, as is uſual in king's ſhips, we 
made all apparent and indeed real 
preparations of engaging : : our fititi- 
ous ſoldtery not being in our Way, in 
cafe 'of an eügagement, and ſerving 
at firſt to intimidate the enemy. Up- 


on one of our officer's ſaying with 


ſome humour, if we came too near 
with gur ſcheme, the enem might 
be too well pleaſed in boden 

the joke, Mr. Walker made anſwer 

* Do you but fire well your guns, = 
and the ſmoke will befriend you ; 
eſpecially if we have an enemy of 
ſpirit, who il fire theirs: if not, the 


B 3 wooden 
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wooden men will take them off them- 4 
ſelves.” However at the droll. ap- 4 
pearance of this equipment, Mr. | 
Walker could not help often break- 4 
ing off, in the midſt of his orders, in- 1 
to fits of laughter: which were as 4 
heartily ſeconded by the whole crew. 
This very much took off the ſenſe 3 
of the great danger we were in, and 
ſo ſpirited the men, that, as we were 
well gunned, we had certainly. not | 
fallen an eaſy prey to the Spaniard 43 
in caſe of his engaging us; for never | 
ſute fo ſmall a number of men ex- 1 
pected the attack of a ſuperior ene- | 
my with leſs concern, or more in 
n= wit and ſpirits. All things, never- | 
| + 'theleſs, being well ordered and pre- 
*pared for the worſt event, it being 
'our place to appear the challengers, | 
Mr. Walker lay-by for the enemy, 
they being to windward ; and order- | 
7 | a 
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O A G E 8. 7 
ed a gun of defiance to be fired, 
athwart their forefoot, by way of offer- 
ing them battle. This the Spaniard 


did not return, nor yet did he ſeem 
reſolved to decline the conteſt; but 


ſtill kept us company for two days ; 


we purſuing our way, and he hover- 
ing on us in the wind: at laſt he diſ- 


appeared, aſſuredly miſtaking us ſor 


a greater force than we were. 
When we arrived at South-Carolina, 


Mr. Walker was diſappointed by the 
cargo's not being ready, which he'ex- 
pected. Whereupon he went to 


North-Carolina ; and there being in- 


formed, that their coaſts had been ir- 
feſted by two Spaniſh privateers, 


which had greatly obſtructed and in- 


jured their trade, and that they were 


at preſent unprotected by any of his 


Majeſty's fleet, he offered his ſhip for 
the government's ſervice, to act in 


B 4 | the 
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the defence of their coaſts, and for | 
the protection of their trade. His pro- 
poſals being gladly accepted, terms L 
were agreed on, the men put all at 4 
wages as in the king's ſhips, and his 1 
complement made up to an hundred | 
and thirty. Mr, Walker, tho? com- | 
ander, entered himſelf a volunteer; 
an example ſo well approved, that ſe- | 
veral gentlemen of the country, en- 
tered on board as volunteers alſe. 
In July we {et out on à four 
months cruiſe, to extend as far ſouth- 
Wards as St, Auguſtin, the next pott to 
Georgia; and northwards, as far as 
the cape of Virginia. We ſoon reſtored il 
the trade of the country to its former 
| quiet,.having,'i in a ſhort time, intirely 
cleared the coaſts of privateers: the 
two Spaniſh ſhips above-mentioned 
having quitted their cruiſe, as we ſup- 
poſe, upon gin intelligence 
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4 bf our fitting out: We could fall in 
MF with nothing which would ſtay for us 


upon the ſeas; and in this whole cruiſe 


ay rewok the Neptune, Captain 


Darby, who had been taken by the 
above privateers. Mr: Walker find- 
ing that tlie Spaniards Had their place 
of rendezvous at Okrekoke, an ifland 
upon the coaſt of North-Carolina, 
which they took poſſeſſion of by clair 


L of arms, and had there erected a fort 


of fix guns, we went aſhore, and de- 
moliſhed the battery and fortifications; 
ſo that the Spaniards never returned 
during our-ſtay on that ſtation, which 
intirely broke their plan of privateer- 
ing in thoſe ſeas. 

With this ſucceſs only, the cruiſe 
ended; by which time a King's ſhip 
was ſent to take flation on the coaſt. 
Upon our retürn, governor Gabriel 
Johtiſton, and the whole aſſembly of 
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of the governor and. aſſembly, were 


for his great ſervices in the rocedion | 


10 CoMMODORE WALKER'S 1 
the place, had an occaſional meeting, | 4 


85 wn 
- wy 
3 4 


in which public thanks, in the name 
ordered to be returned to Mr. Walker 3 


of their trade ; and indeed every mark 
of reſpect, both outward and e. 
were ſhewn him by the gentlemen. of 
the country, who often made offer 


| to him of writing home to the lords , 


of the admiralty, and aſking in a col- © 3 
lective body, a king's ſhip for him; . 
a favour which he declined, as he 


$ R 


, 2 
2 3 


knew that by the rules of the navy, a 
man muſt have ſerved in it two years 3 | 
before he can obtain a command. 
Their friendſhip then would have ſe- | 
cured his ſtay amongſt them, by afur- Þ + 
ther offer of a large tract of land, | 
which they had power of peeing 


him by a complimentary uſe of their 


law in his favour. As a man is 


rg 

8 

ps 

there 7 2 
8 

"IF, 3 8 


rr 
I there intitled to fifty acres of land 
1 for every ſervant whom he brings 
with him, under his command, to 
ſetile in the country; ſo they abſolute- 
y offered him fix thouſand five hun- 
dred acres as an inducement to him, 
to ſettle among them rating each 
3 | man, under his command in the ſhip 
3 as a ſervant at. the time, intitling him 
to the uſual claim.” This indulgence 
3 | alſo was then refuſed, as imcompatible 
with his other purſuits of life. That 
I poſterity will in a few years wonder 
at this and the like refuſals, may be 
4 | eaſily foreſeen ; when an eſtate of like 
extent may be of ſuch ſignificancy in 
IF cficem, as to dignify its poffeſſor with 
reſpected honours, in perhaps one "Of 
3 the fineſt countries of the world. 
= As generoſity founded on gratitude 
1 Is one of the moſt diſtinguiſhing vir- 
| 836 9" "om 
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tues, I could not be leſs particular 


in ſhewing, that it is a plant which 
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eady flouriſhes in our infant co- 


3 CHAP; os yt 
AF The loſs of the Duke'Williar at ſes; 
iin ber pallage nen from North 


1 - * « 0 
1 


Carolina. 


HE cruiſe being over, and 
the coaſt otherways defend- 
cd, our men were redueed to their 
WY former number; and Mer, Walker fer 
gail on his trading voyage to Barba- 
does. There he lay four months for 
a cargo; and thence failed Octo- 
ber 31, 1742, in company with the 
captains Staples, Chambers, and Bur- 
rows, who put themſelves under 
our convoy. The firſt night after we 
left Barbadoes, captain Burrows leſt 
company; but the captains Staples 
and Chambers continued with us; tilÞ 
the 12th of December, and then they 
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alſo were patted from us in a ſtorm. 
In this hurricane, which was very 8 
violent, we ſprung one of our buts, 
or planks of the ſhip. Being then 
two hundred leagues to the weſtward 
of Scilly, and the ſhip making a great 
deal of water, we ſoon became in 
great diſtreſs, both our pumps going 
night and day. What added much 
eee Mr. Walker's ill 
ſtate of health, who had not been out 
of his bed for three weeks before, on 
account of the bloody flux; | and. was 
thereby reduced to ſuch a lowneſs of 
ſpirits as. to be ſcarce able to give any 
direction, our ſurgeon having given 
ayer all hopes of his life. Our officers 
and men were at firſt for throwing the 
the boat and all the guns over board, 
in order to eaſe the ſhip: this ex pe- 
dient was executed reſerving two of 
the guns, kept by Mr. Walker's order 


3 to 
338 
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to make fignals, and the boat, which 
4 he inſiſted they ſhould not part with. 
In other particulars, the ſcheme. was 
fulfilled. The ſtorm continuing, the 
2X leak daily encreafed, from the four- 
| | teenth to the ſeventeenth, and our 
1 men being quite fatigued, and not 
able to ſtand to the pumps, deſpairing 
of all ſuccour, (for it was not in our 
utmoſt power to keep the-thip above 
water twelve hours longer, ſhe ha- 
ving, notwithſtanding our inceſſant 
labour, eight feet of water in her hold), 
ſome of the officers and crew agreed 
to take to the boat, as the laſt refuge 
for their lives 37 thinking themſelves 
happy in having it preſerved for them 
to this end. Mr. Walker, who, not- 
withſtanding his illneſs, inſiſted on 
being regularly informed of every cir- 
cumſtance of the ſhip, now ordered 
himſelf to be taken out of his bed, and 
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carried upon deck. He there fepre.. 
ſented to them the inipoibility of the 
boat's being able to hold above one ih: 
half of the people; and demonſtra- 
ted tliat in all probability ſhe muſt be 
devoured by the waves, the fex ſtil! 

running mountains high. He there- 
fore aſſured tem, Their only hopes 
muſt be that providenee would ſent 
ſome Gil to their aſſiſtanee; ar the 
longer they kept the ſhip from fink- 
ing, the greater was the probability of 
their being preferved : that even if 
a ſail did appear, the moſt they could 
expect from their boat would be to 
tranſport them, from one ſhip to the 
other.” This argument with grief 
finding way to their eonvietion; they 
applied themſelves with double dili- 
gente to the pumps: but no relief 
appearing, and the men being again 
2 — ſpent, the — on the 
other 
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Wer ao cmd ee prvai, of taking 
our boat, as the only tho ſad: expe- 
lient for the inſtant to fly to; the 
People ſaying, that if half might be 
pared, better that half ſhould be 
| A Javed than ali ſhould. * FM Nay 
be- home who were over 2 with 
9 Labour, ar Judged there was as little 
chance of ſafety in the boat as in the 
4 a, declared, they would not preſs 
Jo the boat, as they would as lief fink 
Jin che one as in the other.” During the 


2 time in which, we were firing the 
WF tackle aloft, for hoifling out the boat, 
being about two o clock in the after- 
IF n00n, we ſpied a ſail off the weather- 
I quarter. Every man was now again 
3 _ and for living as long as an- 
. Mr. Walker, who ſtill con- 
1 — upon deck, with uncommon 
ſpirits, rather gaining ſtrength than 


. as Was under his 
151 | illneſs, 
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illneſs, ordered all the fienals of diſtreſs] 1 | 
to be made, by hoiſting a flag up fide Ml 
down; at the top-maſt-head, and firing | 1 
our guns. The ſhip, perceiving our 
ſignals, drew near to us; and how Y 
anxious, yet pleaſing were the mo- 

ments of ſeeing our deliverance, come X 

more and more in view [ But, at 1 
war, Ad ens of an intent 
in us to decoy her, all at once hauled 
her wind, and got from us as faſt as 
The” could. Night now coming i 
and the ſtorm continuing, our diſtreſs 
Was again renewed with double feel- 4 
ings, if poſſible, of our miſery. Aghaſt- 
ly ſilence for ſome minutes prevailed I 


each man beholding the ſurprize and A 


ſorrow in the countenance of his diſ- q 


appointed brother; when Mr. Wal- 
ker gave orders for the mizen maſt, 1 
to be immediately cut by the board 1 
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wel 1 hey who firſt received his orders 
fide Pot readily ſeeing its intent, made 
ring Wome ſcruple in executing it: at laſt, 
our 1 he thought like a flaſh of lightning 
lou Y breaking upon the minds of the whole 

ip, it was in an inſtant down. 
"FT bis the other ſhip at a diſtance 
at 3 obſerving, their attention being again 
of drawn to us by a ſecond firing of our 
ent guns, and being thereby convinced of 
led the reality of our diſtreſs, ſhe directly 
bore down to our aſſiſtance. But how 
3 greatly did the ſurprize heighten. the 
4 joy of our approaching deliverance, 
when Mr. Walker, having his glaſs 
in his hand, cried out, Good God! 
ed 3 tis __ worthy friend captain Bur- 
3X rows,” for there was a particular love 
and friendſhip ſubſiſting between them. 
2 | This was the ſame gentlemanwho had 
3 | Joſt company of us the firſt night 
after we left Barbadoes; and whom 
= ſince 
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fince then we had never ſeen, till 
this critical moment of our fate. 
Having been chaſed the evening 
before, by a Spaniſh privateer, he 
altered his courſe in the night to get 
rid of her; and was thus providen- 
tially ſet right into the road to our 
deliverance, and his own. 

Captain Burrows, on the true diſ- 
covery of us, was as ready on his fide 


to do us every eager act of Friendſhip: 


but had no bout proper to ſend to our 


Belp, this largeſt having been wafned 


over board ſome days before in the 
ſtorm, and the other which was feft, 


being too ſmall to live in the preſent 


ſea; ſo that we were ſolely to truft to 
our on; and had ſhe not been 
providentially at firſt preſerved to bs 
by the authority of Mr. Walker, or 
been afterwards taken away by any 
of the officers and crew, as was en- 


* deavoured 
3 
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deavoured, all or the part that re- 
mained, muſt noy have periſhed in 
the very ſight of our friends, unpro- 
vided to relieve us. The boat be- 
ing obliged to go twice with our peo- 
ple, as the days were ſhort, and ſo 
little reſidue of light left, the ſea run- 
ning ſtill very high, it was with the 
utmoſt difficulty we all got on board; 
which, however, we did under the 
great will of providence, without the 
loſs of one man. The expreſſions of 
thanks to that providence, and of 
joy in meeting our countrymen and 
friends, as. ordained to be the means 
of this deliverance, were not long 4 
abated, before the moon riſing, as it 
were, on purpoſe to light us to the 
proſpect, we ſaw. with a rehewal of 
ſome melancholly, our ſhip go down: 
which was in leſs than two hours 


from our s her, we being then 
about 


| 
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about one hundred and ſeventyleagues 
weltward of Scilly, December the 


ſeventeenth, However, we were ſoon 


cheered i in the reflection of our own 


eſcape; and Mr.Walker's ſurpriſin gre- 
coyery added to the preſent ſatisfaction 
of that ſafety. From the moment he 


was lifted from his bed, he every hour 


after increaſed in health and ſtrength: 
owing in all probability to the ſudden 
exertion . of - his. ſpirits, and turn of 
blood on the occaſion. 

But the viſible deſigns of provi- 
dence. to us all, at this juncture, were 


not over. Mr. Burrow's ſhip alſo in 


the ſame ſtorm had ſprung: a ſmall 


leak, which next day after our join- 


ing him viſibly encreaſed; and in 
two days after, by.the time. our men 
had ſomewhat recovered the uſe of 
their limbs, was ſo great as to give 


een. to all hands: ſo that 
if 
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if a leſs number had been on board, 2 
ſhe muſt inevitably have gone to the 
bottom. As it was, we did a ſecond 
time but juſt eſcape; the ſame pre- 
ſerving hand, which directed her to 
our deliverance, in the ſame act de- 
ſigning her relief by the additioned 
number of our men. : 
In this condition, we in five days 
after made Scilly, being the firſt land; 

and got in ſafe, to ſtop her leak : 
for which purpoſe we were obliged 
to lay there eight days. We then 
came round the land, and January the 
firſt 1742-3, arrived at Dover : from 
whence Mr. Walker took chaiſe, and 
went to London. Here a new mis- 
fortune happened to him: for the 
inſurance that had been regularly car- 
ried on for his concern in the ſaid 
ſhip, which was very conſiderable, was 
by ſome miſtake, neglected to be re- 
HS newed 


a me 
* N 
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newed but two months before his 


| arrival. Thus we may fay, he at land 


a ſecond time loſt his ſaid ſhip, _ 


| all his property in her. 


The journals having been loft with 


the ſhip, 1 we could not be {6 particu- 


lar in the relation of ſome circum- 
ſtances, eſpecially as to time, as might 
otherwiſe be expected from us. The 
like excuſe we muſt alſo make in 


regard, to the next following cruiſe 


but one; as the very ſame reaſon, tho' 
not with the like misfortune, ſubliſts 


alſo there. 
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TRE RUSssIA-MERCEH ANT. 


„„ 

Voyage to Gottenburgh and Cron- 
ſtadt, near Peterſburgh. Three | 
remarkable executions there. 


— 


S CARO a a hatin; 10. 
tween the loſs of the Duke 
William and Mr. Walker's taking on 
him the command of another ſhip of 
war, in which time he was not idle, 
we will juſt give an account how he 
employed the year, till the breaking 
out of the French war: leſt other 
Vo“. I. C . people 
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people may be taught to believe, that 
ſome miſmanagement, which we 
wanted to hide, was the cauſe of our | 
leaving out any part of his life, du- 
ring the war. In this ſpace ſome oc- 
currences happened, new in their na- 
ture, which we will venture to give 
to the reader, in excuſe for taking 
up his time in noting the tranſactions 
of the year. 

After the loſs of the ſaid ſhip, Mr. 
Walker's former joint owners, Mr. 
Robert Macky (a gentleman, to whom 
Mr. Walker is under the greateſt 

obligations, as a friend to him even at 
this day) and Mr. William Vigor, 
Joined him in the purchaſe of a very 
fine ſnow, about one hundred and 
thirty tons, called the Ruſſia - Mer- 
chant, to be employed in the Peterſ- 
burgh or Baltic trade; in which ſhe 
nn * within the. year. 
ee 
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The firſt was from London, in March 
1743 to Gottenburgh in Sweden, and 
back again in June following: but 
this produced no en worth re- 
counting. | 
On the erde) Ueli of the ſame 
month, he failed upon his ſecond 
voyage to Peterſburgh ; and in the 
following month arrived at that city. 
During his ſtay in the country, he was 
ſpectator of a very remarkable execu- 
tion, viz. of ſeveral noblemen and 
ladies of the firſt rank and quality: 
who were ſentenced to be broke on 
the wheel, for a conſpiracy againſt the 
preſent Empreſs Elizabeth. Theſe 
very perſons were the inftruments, 
but the year before, of bringing her, 
as the daughter of the late Peter 
the Great, to the throne, by the beſt= 
laid plan that ever produced ſo great 
a e of government; and this 
Cz without 
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without one drop of blood being ſpilt 
on the occaſion. But ſhe taking, as they 
thought, other and new favourites to 
be more near her perſon, as aſſiſtants 
to her in the direction of affairs of 
ſtate, theſe unhappy perſons | aſſoci- 
ated i in a conſpiracy of poiſoning her; 
in. which the French embaſſador, 
Chetardie, was ſaid to have been the 
actuating inſtigator, though he turned 
traitor to his confederates, the evening 
before the intended treaſon. This 
affair was afterwards. more fully diſ- 
cloſed by our Engliſh Lord Tyrawly, 
who was ſent plenipotentiary to.that 
court. This nobleman, by getting 
at the Frenchman's papers, and other 
detetions, ſet him forth to the Em- 
preſs. in his true light; and had 
him ſent home in the utmoſt diſgrace: 
the empreſs only allowing him a 
Ef f time, e even to take refreſhment, 
thro! 


OY AGES 9 
thro' her dominions. © The perſon 
who was next to ſuffer execution 
was a prieſt, a man of ſeeming great 
addreſs and politeneſs : he was ſaid to 
be one of the higheſt ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding. His crime was that of 
.intfoducing a kind of ſchiſm in their 
church, which is of the Greek perſua- 
ifion, differing little from the Roman 
catholic faith, except in the two 
points of tranſubſtantiation, - and ſu- 
premacy of papal authority. The 
new. method he ſubſtituted was in the 
manner of croſſing themſelves, the 
_ uſual way being with the two firſt 
fingers and thumb, repreſenting the 
trinity; whereas he taught the croſſ- 
ing with one only, repreſenting the 
all- ſufficiency of one God; which was 
underſtood by his brother-prieſts as a 
leſſening the other: two perſons of the 
INNINGS union. The third was 


£3 C 3 a mer- 
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a merchant; or commiſſioner ; who 
having been truſted by the govern- 
ment, as agent in ſome department, 
had been found guilty of embezzling 
the public money ; this being held 
amongſt them a crime of the higheſt 
nature. At the place of execution, 
as is uſual, they beat a dtum to de- 
mand ſilence; and then each perſon's 
crimes were proclaimed to the popu- 
lace, After this ceremony was per- 
formed, and whilſt the directors and 
ſttate-criminals were preparing, the 
one to-perfortn, and the other to ſaf- 
Fet the ſentence paſſed, he Empreſs's 
ſpecial pardon , came down, ex- 
<nfing the ſeverity of death, but in its 
place ordering the puniſliment of 
kEnouting, their tongues to be cut out, 
| and their perſons baniſhed to Siberia. 
The knouting i is a kind of whipping 
wich an * like a * 
ed 


— 


7 
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ed flail; with which the operating pro- 


ficient can, in two or three ſtrokes 
at the moſt, cut the patient to death, 
when the ſentence fo directs. But 
here the ſeeming rigour of the or- 
ders was even greatly leflened in the 
performance, the ſtripes being laid on 
their naked backs more out of igno- 
miny than puniſhment; and the cere- 
mony of cutting out their tongues be- 
ing got over by a ſmall part taken off, 
ſoas tobe more an inconvenience at the 
time than hindrance to their ſpeak- 
ing; except as to one lady, who 
made ſome great ſtrugyles in defence 
of that member: ſv that the execu- 
tioner was obliged to exert a little vio- 
lence, and in ufing his opportunity, 
took off a larger ſhare than perhaps 
he intended ; or ſhe, by her indigna- 
tion at him when done, ſcemed wil- 
ling to you with. They were all i im- 
C * W 
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mediately put together in vehicles, 
without regard to {ex or diſtinction, 
and ſent out of the city, on their 
2 Ina: 4 
As the prieſt's offence was againſt 
hs church only, he had no advocates 
there to ſpeak for mercy. He. bore 
his ſentence,” which was beheading, 
with an undaunted intrepidity, from 
his firſt ad vancing on the ſcaffold to 
bis laſt reſignation, affecting. and in- 
"deed rivalling the character of a mar- 
tyr; ſo that it is more than pro- 
bable, as he had many proſelytes, he 
obtained his deſign by making ſome 
new diſciples among the multitude, 
to preach his doctrine after him. 
The laſt buſineſs was of all the 
nol moving, that of the agent to the 
government; to whom all hopes of a 
reprieve were cut off: defrauding of 
the government being there equal to 
clipping 
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clipping of coin amongſt us. He did 
not diſcover any want, of the powers 
of a man, to bear him up thro this 
laſt trial: but the affecting ſcene aroſe 
in the interview of taking leave be- 
tween him and his wife: for ſhe at- 
tended him even to this tragic ſtage. 
She was, beyond repreſenting, it, the 
living picture of ſorrow; and her 
whole addreſs was very tender. When 
ſinking down from him under the | 
heart- breaking pain of the laſt em- 
brace, ſhe felt an end of all; for ſhe 
firſt met the ſtroke of death; never 
more recoveting from her ſwoon. His 
ſudden agonies. on the occaſion were 
very ſtriking, and a more heightened | 
tragedy than imitation - ever ; repre- © 
ſented on fiction's ſtage... He haſten- 
ed to his death, * we to cloſe e 
; ſcene. 97 '4 Loli - 
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3 46 Copenhagen. The bub. 
lscc entrance of the princeſs Louiſa. 
An account of an Engliſh priſoner 
there. A melancholly accident 
on the ice. And Mr. Walker's re- 
torn to London, Rds Wet 


#, 


R. Walker, OX returned 
from Peterſburgh- to London 
in October, again ſet fail on his third 
voyage, and arrived at Copenhagen 
in the middle of November following. 
As he was here made priſoner by the 
ſeaſon, his ſhip being froze up, we 
will alſo detain the reader for a while 
in the amuſements that . intervened. 
The weather here, notwithſtanding 
the ſtrength of the froſt, is extremely 


clear and In, z nor is the cold at 
all 


Nor MM 

all difagreeably ſharp, rather enliven- 
ing the ſpirits than giving any 

ſhuddering checks of inaftion to the 

body. But it was remarkably ſerene 

and temperate, as if Nature joined in 

the univerſal joy, when the princeſs 

Louiſa made her public entrance on 

her marriage with the prince of Den- 

mark, the preſent king; which for 

o great reſpect ſhewn an 1 97 

ptinceſs, cannot help being mention- 
ed by an Engliſh ſpectator of it. She 
appeared dreſt in ber marriage robes 
in an open chariot, or tier” a tri- 
umphal car, deſigned on purpofe i in 
the richeſt taſte of grandeur and or- 
nament, and drawn by fix White 
horſes in very ſuperb trappin gs. "The 
prince's fiſter ſat with her in the 
chariot, and the prince himſelf rode 
before them on horſe-back, fo rich 
in dreſs and his number of foot at- 
C 6. tendants, 
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tendants, as to perplex the view where 
toi on the chief object of its admira- 
tion. Not an houſe in the great ſtreets, 
-thro''which they paſſed, but was co- 
vered with hangings of tapeſtry, or 
whole pieces of velvet, tacked on the 
columns or piers, richly or fancifully 
| bordered, with other ornaments of 
pictures, or carvings with occaſional 
 defigns above and under the windows; 
and at the end of each of the-ſtreets 
were triymphal arches erected of vari- 
ous and beautiful architecture, with 
_ decorations of paintings, gildings, and 
flowers: in all of which were placed, 
the arms of England and Denmark 
joined, and ſoft muſick of flutes or 
hautboys, to play as the proceſſion 
paſſed below. This with the num- 
der of led and attending equipages, 
moſt of which were intirely new, 
han * with the army, and various 
bands 
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bands of martial nnn great 
officers and enſigns of ſtate, was a 
fight of ſplendor and magnificence, 
that fully > ſatisfied the eager ſenſe 
of expectation. The firſt coach 
of the officers who preceded, reached 
the palace at eleven o clock; and the 
laſt of the nobility's, who all followed 
according to their rank and dignity, 
did not get up till paſt nine: ſo long 
was the proceſſion, and ſo numerous 
the attendants. The jubilee, as we 
may call it, held for a full week. In 
which time all public diverſions were 
afloat, and every nobleꝰs pri vate table 
a public entertainment, while ſeveral 
fountains before their doors flowed 
for the populace with wine. Every 
day the guns were diſcharged quite 
round the town; which as the city 
is walled round, and of a regular 
. with their ſucceſſe firings 


circulated 
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culated on the ear in a pleaſing ex- | 
ado. Every night were conſtant 

Huminations throughout the whole 
eity ; and the ſhips in the harbour 
were alſo the whole time lighted out 
with the greateſt fancy, and from 
their reflected luſtre outvied the 
land. In ſhort,” the whole, from the 
higheſt noble to the loweſt plebeian, 
was an ewe polite expreſſion 
of 1 en meer. and public 
5 eee perſon was then 
— who had been kept 
a priſoner in an iron cage. Mr. Wal- 
— to ſee him: he was a 
gentleman of Lancafhire, eſteemed a 
man of profound policy. He had been 
employed by Charles XII. king of 
Sweden, and particularly traſted by 
that monarch in acts of bold em- 
prise. . Aa crime againſt 
Te Denmark, 
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Denmark, was ſaid to have been an 
intent to ſteal away the prince, when 
a boy, as he rode along the coaſt; and 
to have carried him an hoftage 10 
Sweden, which was then at variance 
with Denmark. But his real-defign, 

which he confeſſed, was to have raiſed 

an inſurrection in favour of his royal 
maſter, to forward his deſigns of an 

- invaſion upon England. Being detec- 
ted in his attempt, he was, under the 
forementioned pretenſions, impriſoned 
by the ſtate. He afterwards had made 
his eſcape, and got to Hamburg, where 

he boaſted, that all Denmark had not 

a cage able to hold him. But, with 
all his cunning, being ſeduced by 
fome of his acquaintance, who be- 

trayed him, to walk out of one of the 

towyns, near to Which ſome territories 
of the Danes belonged ; he was, in- 

1 to himfelf, led on Daniſh. 

granny 
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ground, and 0 arreſted, and 
brought back to Denmark; which 
Was the reaſon of his having been ſo 
caged. He had been in his cage up- 
wards of eleven years, but at this time 
was let out into a large room. He 
had wrote ſeveral volumes of anec- 
dotes and annals: but as he was a 
great bigot to party, none of his per- 
-formances have been allowed to trou- 
ble mankind. During his long con- 
finement, which had then laſted u p- 
wards of thirty years, he never had 
one hour's illneſs; and had let his beard 
f grow to a venerable length, reaching to 
the middle of his thighs. As a memo 
FF randum of himſelf, he would ſome- 
| times give to a perſon he liked a 
fingle hair of it, by way of a preſent : 
and it was really no little curioſity, 
1 being quite of a filver whiteneſs. 
Among the various amuſements, 
1 which 
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which enabled him to paſs big time 
alone, he dwelt with great fondneſs on 
the hiſtory of a mouſe; which grew, ſo 
familiar with him in his cage, ag to 
come regularly to be fed by him, or 
attend him at his call, and divert him 
for hours in play, as he lay down to 
it. At length growing ſick with age, 
it ſtayed by him till it died, and ex- 
pired in his beard, where he had 
wrapped it up for warmth. 1 He had 
it buried under his cage, being a 
ground floor, and wrote ea treatiſe on 
it; ſhewing t the. ſagacity of animals, 
and their deſire of intimacy with man. 
As a parallel caſe I have been told, 

or read;a ſtory of a man, who was kept 
a priſoner in a Turkiſh government 
for many years: when the Baſha 
of the place often taking occaſion of 
_ aſking the officers, how the man di- 
verted himſelf in his lonely hours, 
Was 
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was at laſt informed by one of them, 
that he had taken notice of his di- 
verting ' himſelf, ſeveral hours to- 
gether in aday, with a ſpider; which 
frequently deſcended to him from 
over his head, to be fed and played 
with; which, when touched below, 
tan himſelf up by his thread; and 
fo again came down, as pleaſed with 
the diverſion. The prince ordered the 
officer to plant him ſv as to behold the 
ent. O Sir, ſays the officer, I im- 
wmieciately, upon being convinced of 
— EY went in upon them, 


and killed the ſpider.” --< Did you ſo. 


fays the prince? Then he ſhall be 

more © reaſonably diverted, and you 

pv in his place; and, I hope, find the 

Happineſs of making ſuch an acquain= 

| tance:” fo he releaſed the priſoner, and 

put the giddy, 1 wt cruel officer in 
* room. 


He 
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He mentioned ſeveral ſecret actions 
of paſt time, as facts of his own knows | 
ledge ; which would be worth notice, 
could we introducethem in place. But 
the more furprifing hiſtortan was a 
gentleman, a native of Norway, Baron 
Holberg, then one hundred and 
twenty-thtee years of age, in a public 
office of the king's revenue at Copen- 
hagen, having all his ſenſes and facul- 
ties perfect as in youth, except his 
Hearing. The king had his picture 
in his curioſity chamber. Mr. Walker 
was introduced into his company; 
he was very entertaining in converſa- 
tion, had been in England the greater 
part of his youth, and was a ſpectator 
of the death of king Charles I. Had 
ſome of dur modern hiſtorians been 
ſo fortunate as to have happened 
on this acquaintance, they had infor- 
med chemſelves better of ſome cir- 
1 | cums 
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cumſtances regarding that cataſtrophe, 
and have done more juſtice to the 
character of that miſguided king. 
One of the winter amuſements in 
this country, both of the genteel and 
common people, is the exerciſe of 
ſliding on the ice. The genteel peo- 
ple have here, but more frequently 
in other places of Germany, ſledges 
or vchicles without wheels, richly or- 
-namented and painted, drawn by a 
ſingle horſe, which is generally covered 
with trappings of embroide 

vet, or other rich furniture · In this 
kind of chariot they ſet the lady, 
-whilſt the gentleman-ſtands cloſe to 
. her behind, with the reins — i 
round the ſided, and drives. 1 
vehicles tun either in cher 
and, or on the ice; and whole par- 
ties of gentlemen and 09:1 ng 
kw a- pleaſuring in them. 
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melancholly accident happened a- 
mong the common ſort, who were 
ſcating juſt by Mr. Walker's ſhip, 
after their cuſtom, in a ſtring of men 
and women, holding each other by 
the hand. In this manner they often 
make ſweeps, or circles, all bearing 
vp together, of great circumference; 
and ſometimes the leader ſtill running 
in a leſſer and leſſer circle, till he makes 
a ſtand, the reſt winde round him, 
till they become an exact round or 
circle. Then the laſt man throw- 
ing himſelf out as leader, they will 
all again regularly unwinde, and go 
off in various meanderings, very plea- 
ſing to be ſeen, and certainly of great 
entertainment to themſelves; as from 
the good ſpirits the exerciſe puts them 
into, they always ſeem very gay and 
happy. But as miſchance will often 
n Nn as fools ſpoil con- 

verſation, 
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verſation, the foremoſt ſcater in one 
of theſe exerciſes, ridiculouſly threw 
himſelf dowa all of a ſudden, tripping 
the next ſcater over him, which 
threw down the next, and fo ſucceſ- 
ſively one tumbling in an heap over 
the other, till the force of their fal- 
ling all in one ſpot broke the ice, 
and down the whole unhappy party 
went, in the midſt of their mirth, to 
the number of about thirty. This was 
an accident, of which the like had 
not been known to have happened 
ore, and was very deplorable in 
by- ſtanders; many of whom had 
ſome friend, relation, or child, in the 
calamity. I hope I ſhall not be 
thought by our ladies of England, to 
give too many examples of good 
wives from among the women of 
theſe more northern countries, in juſt 
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mentioning two inſtances. One 
of them, who faw her huſband 
thus ſwallowed in her preſence, ran 
inſtantly mad, beating herſelf upon 
the ice in vain endeavours of break - 
ing it, in ſearch and relief of him; 
and, in a continued delirium, expired 
| ſome time afterwards. Another, who 
was abſent from the accident, in me- 
lancholly deliberation put herſelf to 
death with her huſband's ſword, leav- 
ing a formal letter to her daughter, 
who was then about eighteen, with 
arguments which we muſt own too 

refined, that no good wife can ſur- 
vive the loſs of a good huſband.” 
The poor girl alſo died in about a 
month after, with inconſolable grief, 
at the loſs of her parents: but it was 
faid, the had a further loſs alſo of a 
lover in the diſaſtrous craud, 


Leſt 
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— Leſt, in the above relation, I may 
do myſelf an injury with the younger: 
fair ones, as 1 profeſs being a batche- 
lor, in gaining if not the cenſure, 
or even anger, yet the ridicule of the. 
good wives of England, I muſt ſpeak 
here for myſelf—which is perhaps the 
only place where I ſhall take the free- 
dom in the whole -hiſtory—that tho 
1 every writer is not obliged to give his 
ſentiments of thoſe facts he relates, 
yet I will venture in this caſe at de- 
livering mine. Thoſe actions 
vhich are the effects of a violence of 
paſſion, prove the mind to be too 
ſuddenly actuated, and reaſon too 
weak to rule. So all that can be in- 
ferred from any compariſon muſt be, 
that, as there is not one inſtance to 
the contrary, our Engliſh ladies have 
the advantage over the greater part 
e Sf of 
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of their own ſex, i in having more judg- 
ment. To give them a further proof 
of it, a miſguided reafon will run the, 
ſyſtem of woman into the ſame errors, 
where a weak one leaves them. Thus 
I have been aſſured by a ſpeRator of 
the action, that in ſome of the iſles 
belonging to the Eaſt-Indies, at the 
funerals of their men, whoſe bodies 
are always burnt, the poor enthu- 
ſiaſtic wife, young and beautiful, 
has leapt unobliged to it, into the 
flames with an eager defice of 
uniting herſelf again to the em- 
braces of her lord. 

When winter's priiers were all 

- ſet free, Mr. Walker again ſet fail, 
and went to Gottenburgh, April 2d, 
1744. At this time news came 
of the Toulon engagement. The 
French war being thereupon imme- 
diately declared, and every day's ſuc- 
Vor. J. + ceeding 
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ceeding accounts bringing word of 
the number of ſmall French priva- 
teers in thoſe ſeas, catching up all our 
ſhips thereabouts (as they had long 
before lain ready to fail, waiting only 
for the word) he was under ſome 
uneaſineſs how to get home; for 
there was no opportunity of convoy. 
He therefore had no courſe of ſafety 
to chuſe, but in ſtratagem. He re- 
- membered his former ſcheme of ad- 
ding a mockery of men to his ſhip 
the Duke William : but then ſhe was 
really a ſhip of force. Here he had 
no more than four guns, and nothing 
that looked military : whereupon, as 
caſting cannon there might be ex- 
penſive and tedious, he got a moſt 
compleat ſet of wooden guns, finely 
modelled; which he painted of a true 
metaline colour, and fixing nettings or 
tarpolins upon the quarters, ſet her out 


in 
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in appearance even to aneareyea ſhip of 
war, being ſnow rigged like a king's 
ſloop. Under theſe falſe colours he 
failed out of port on a venture home- 
wards; and off Cromarty met a 
privatezr, who gave chaſe. He find- 
ing her come up, put about on her, 
hoiſted enſign, jack, and pendant, and 
fired a gun as waiting for her: ſhe 
then thought proper to make the beſt 
of her way to ſea. In the run home 
he met alſo ſeveral ſmall privateers, 
like birds, ſcudding about the ſeas; 
who all ſcoured from him at his ap- 
pearance, as one of greater prey ; and 
he arrived in London May follow- 
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THe MARS. 


CHAP. v. 


The encounters of the Mars private 
ſhip of war; her ſurrender ; her be- 
ing retaken and brought back to 


| England, and Mr. Walker carried 
into Breſt. 


N the year 1744, ſome pentle- 
men in London and Dartmouth, 
acquaintances of Mr. Walker's, fitted 
out two private ſhips of war, the 
Mars and Boſcawen. The com- 
mand of the Mars was offered to Mr. 


Walker, 
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Walker, being a fine ſhip of twenty- 
ſix guns, a hundred and thirty men, 
to ſail on a fix months cruiſe, in con- 
junction with the Boſcawen. | 

In November, both ſhips ſet ſail 
from Dartmouth ; p and the ſecond 
day after, fell in with a French ſhip, 
a king's frigate of twenty-ſix guns, 
two hundred and ſeventy men from 
Breſt, but a much larger veſſel. The 
Mars - immediately began to- engage 
her, unaſſiſted by the Boſcawen, ſhe 
once or twice firing, but at ſuch a 
diſtance as not to reach the enemy. 
The engagement, which became very 
warm, laſted for a full hour and an 
half; in which, the French having 
the wind of us, and keeping at a diſ- 
tance, where they have always the 
beſt advantage by the expertneſs of 
their engineers, very much ſhattered 

D 3 our 
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our rigging, and wounded our main 
top-maſt. They however having re- 
ceived from our ſide, as we found 
afterwards, conſiderable damage in 
her hull, ſet their ſails directly for 
Breſt; yet ſtill continued the engage- 
ment: we following in a running 
fight, in which, ſeveral broadſides 
were exchanged, when abreaſt of 
each other. At laſt the enemy get- 
ting a-head, left off firing his guns, 
except only his ſtern chace; and then 
intirely run off, being a very prime 
ſailor, and, going much better than 
we, got clear away into Breſt. We 
then joined our conſort, and repaired 
our rigging. Mr. Walker went on 
board the Boſcawen; and had a private 
conference with the captain; but 
was never heard to throw any cenſure 


publicly on his behaviour : what was 
the 
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the reſult of the conference no one 
knew; but we were ſoon ſenſible, 
that it produced no great effect. 

In December following, about 
twelve o'clock at night, the wind 
blowing freſh and thick rainy weather, 
we fell in with two large French 
ſhips, and were cloſe upon them be- 
fore we perceived them. By being 
ſo near we heard the enemy in great 

confuſion, knowing them by their 

language to be French ; and, by the 
fear they ſeemed to be under, ima- 
gined them to be rich Martinico 
men, homeward bound ; and fo far it 
happened true, the terror obſerved 
ariſing from a fear for their riches on 
board. Accordingly, all night we 
kept cloſe purſuit, and ſo continued 
till eight o'clock next morning; when 
the weather ſomewhat clearing, we 
diſcovered them to be men of war, the 
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one of ſeventy-four and the other -of 


fixty-four:guns. The Boſcawen im- 
mediately went of here had we 


Rood together; he being the larger 
ſhip, it was more than probable from 
after citeumſtances, that the enemy 
would have let us retire unmoleſted: 


but ſeeing the Mars alone, and fo infe- 
' rior a ſhip to them, a ſignal was given 


from the larger ſhip, for the one of 
ſixty- four guns to chaſe. We then 
endeavoured as much as poſſible, to 
keep a-head- to get away ; but-the 
enemy gained upon us. When they 
came almoſt withiamuſquet ſhot, Mr. 
Walker thus addreſſed himſelf to us, 
. Gentlemen I do not mean to be 
ſo raſh as to attempt a regular engage- 
f ment with fo fuperior a force: all I 
aſk of you is, to confide in me and 
my orders, to get away if poſſible 


_ ſhall 


VOYAGE S. 57 
all employ your aſſiſtance neither 
in revenge or vain glory, or longer 
than I think it of uſe to our deſign. 
The ſhip which purſues is certainly 
the beſt ſailor of the enemy, by being 
ordered to the chace: if by good for- 
tane, we bring down a top-maſt or 
yard, or hurt her rigging, ſo as to re- 
tard her purſuit, we may intirely get 
clear.” He then ordered our colours: 
to be hoiſted, and ſtern guns to be: 
fred. The enemy at the ſame time 
hoiſted his, and fired his bow-chace, 
which did us no damage except in 
our rigging. Thus we continued the 
fight for upwards of two hours; Mr. 
Walker having himſelf placed our 
beſt quarter gunners, at the ſtern- 
chace, with directions for them to aim 
at the rigging. But tho' we made: 
ſeveral. ſucceſsful ſhots ; yet we had 
ſcarcely time allowed. to give the- 

D 55 | ſtroke: 
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ſtroke we wanted ; for tho' it is a re- 
ceived. opinion, that firing the ſtern / 
guns helps a ſhip forwards in her ſail- 
ing; yet if ſhe be obliged to winde, 
or as the term is, yaw about, to bring 
her guns to take aim, which was our 
caſe, it muſt ſtop her way for the 
time, and retard the eſcape. This 
was certainly the conſequence to us 
of our ſtrong deſire to repeat our fire · 
at the enemy; which made our run- 
ning juſt a-head appear to them, ra- 
ther an artful way of engaging to 
avoid their broadſides, than a flying 


before them; which laſt in fact it was; 


and brought up alſo the other larger 
ſhip, which had ſtill kept after in the 
purfuit; and, by the above delay, had 
now ſo far gained upon us, as almoſt 
to hem us in between them. In 
this ſituation they both run out 

their lower tier: * Mr. 
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Walker with a ſmile, ſaid—“ Well, 
gentlemen, we do not ſtrike to one 
ſhip only and ordered down the co- 
lours. | 5 

Tho the uſual ceremony and greater 
honour was to have gone aboard the 
commodore, yet Mr. Walker choſe to 


ſurrender himſelf to the ſhip he fought: 
therefore taking his proper officers 
with him, and giving ſome directions 


to thoſe who were to follow, he or- 
dered out his barge, and went aboard 
the ſixty- four gun ſhip, which was 


the Floriſſant, and the other of ſeventy- 


four guns, the Neptune. When he 


came on board, being conducted to 


the French commander, a man of 
ſeeming rank and figure, he delivered 


up to him his ſword and commiſſion: 
but the reception on the part of the 


French officer, to our great wonder, 
was not anſwering the politeneſs 'ex= _ 
1e . pected 


4l 
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pected from the nation in general. 
The French captain, who ſpoke Eng- 


liſh well, aſking him in an high tone, 
* How dare you, Sir, in ſo ſmall a 


. hip, fire againſt a force like me? To 
which Mr. Walker anſwered, Sir, 


if you'll look. at that commiſſion, you 


will find I had as good a right to 
fight as you ; and-if my force-had not 
been ſo inferior to yours, I had ſhewn 
you more civil treatment on board my 
hip.” How many men have I killed 
ef yours? ſays the French officer. 
None at all; Sir,” replied Mr. Wat- 
8 ker. « Then ſir, ſays he, you have kit 
led fix of mine and wounded ſeveral; 
you fire pieces of glaſs.” Mr. Walker 
aſſured him of the contrary : however, 
his treatment was little altered for the 
better; but the officers took all op- | 
pertunities of doing Mr. Walker, and: 
Dis officers ſeveral acts of civility. Mr. 


Walker. 
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Walker and his lieutenants had in- 
deed the liberty of the quarter- deck; 
but no accommodation was as yet 
provided for his bed or table, diſtin 
from the reſt. - In a few days, the af- 
fair of the glaſs; which had given fuch 
offence, was thoroughly ſet to rights; 
the miſtake having happened from an 
Iriſh faitor, who had been fixed at one 
of the ſtern guns aboard the Mars. 
This honeſt tar, finding the ſhip'under 
aneceſlity of ſtriking, hamorouſly'toek 
aparcel of ſhillings out of his pocket=— 
about fixteen—and ſwearing, that 
fooner than the French raſeals ſhowld 
plunder him of all he had in the 
world, he would firſt ſend it amongſt 
n and ſee what a bribe would | 
do,” —fo wrapping it up in a piece 
of rag, rammed it into his gun, which 
was the laſt that was fired. This 
W thro the rigging” over the 
| heads 
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heads of the men, occaſioned the 
foregoing ſuppoſition, which was thus 
ſet to righte, to the ſatisfaction of the 
whole ſhip. 

It was on a Friday we went on 
board the Floriſſant. At break of 
day, on the Sunday morning follow- 
ing, we ſaw four fail of large ſhips 
aſtern; which greatly alarmed the 
French, eſpecially as their gaining 
ground upon us was every half hour 
more and more viſible. This pannic 
of the French aroſe, as before, from 
their concern for the great value of 
their cargo, bringing home all the 
French and Spaniſh treaſure from the 
Weſt-Indies, to the amount of near 
four millions ſterling; beſides, their 
ſhips were in no order for fighting, 
coming ſo long a voyage ; and they 
likewiſe were very fickly on board. 


In leſs than two hours, e could 
phinly 


\ 
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_ plainly perceive the four ſhips aſtern 
to be Engliſh men of war. The French 
_ crowded all the fail they could, to get 
away. Whilft the Engliſh were in 
purſuit of us, the captain of the 
Floriſſant, who had by this time be- 
come more familiar with Mr. Wal- 
ker, addreſſed himſelf to him to this ef- 
fect, That if it had not been for the 
trouble Mr. Walker had given him, by 
obliging him to go out of his courſe, he 
might be now further on his way, out 
of the reach of the ſhips in vie w; and 
ſaid, he at the time thought it ill judg- 
ed of his commodore to give the 
ſignal for chafing, conſidering his trea- 
ſure on board; of which he made 
no ſecret. It is ſeldom, ſays he, any 
great accident happens from fingle 
cauſes, but by a chain or feries of 
things: thus, if we be here overcome, 
as loſs will be owing to ihe waſpiſh= 

neſs, 
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neſs, as he called it, of a ſingle 
frigate, which would not ceafe fight- 
ing ſo long as it had a ſting in its 
tail.” This being ſaid, tho' peeviſh- 
y. with ſome pleaſantry, and being 
more compliment than otherwiſe, was 
received. by us all with equal eaſe : 
we had certainly no reaſon to be out 
of temper, as the ſcene of fortune was 
now clearing up in our favour; for 
the Engliſh drew near. The ſhips 
were the Hampton-Court, Dread- 
nought, Sunderland, and Captain. 
The French officer on board the 
Mars Judiciouſly bore away to the 
teeward, in order to draw off one of 
the ſhips in purſuit of him. This had 
the intended effect ; for his majeſty's 
ſhip the Captain ſailed off in chafe of 
him, and retook him; but did not 
afterwards return to the fleet, ſo our 
* Mars was brongk back to- 
England. 


. 
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England. The Sunderland loſt her 
main-top-maſt in coming up, by which 
ſhe fell aſtern; but the Hampton- 
Court of ſeventy guns, and Dread- 
novght of ſixty a little aſtern of _ 
came up along fide by fun-ſet. ' As 
an engagement now appeared - | 
avoidable on every ſide, the captain of 
the Floriſſant again with great polite- 
neſs ſpoke to Mr. Walker and us to 
quit the. quarter-deck, faying, that 
He hoped we would excuſe the ne- 
ceſſity of things: but as an engage- 
ment was expected, it was not uſual 

to admit ſtrangers on their decks.” 
Mr. Walker anſwered, Sir, I 90 
off with great pleaſure on the occa- 
ſion; as I am now certain of my li- 
berty; and I hope to have the ſatiſ- 
faction of ſeeing you again in being.” 
We were then all conducted to the 
Cock-pit, where we diſcovered the 
| fad 
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fad ſituation of the ſhip indeed ; here 
being above one hundred and ninety 
of her people then lying ſick, unable 
to ſtir; ſo that their confuſion was 
very great. But no engagement be- 
ginning that evening, Mr. Walker was 
very ſoon called up. All that night 
and the next day, the French kept on 
their way, and the Hampton-Court, 
and Dreadnought cloſely followed ; 
vhen the ſecond evening coming on the 
Engliſh altogether diſappeared. As this 
affair has been already ſettled under the 
ſanction of a court-matrtial, we refer 
tio that better examination of the cauſe 
of ſuch proceedings. During this 
time, the captain of the Floriſſant 
every now and then ſent for one or 
more of us, to refreſh ourſelves in the 
air. By which opportunity, the fears 
and terrors of the French, unprovided 
as they were for an engagment, could 
5 be 
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be diſtinguiſhed at every new expec- 
tation of the Engliſh beginning to 
engage. But when no enemy ap- 
peared on the morning of the ſecond. 
day, nothing then but; boaſting of 
their ſuperior courage to the Engliſh, 
was to be heard, even from the cap- 
tain himſelf, to the moſt inferior in 
the ſhip; which could not be heard 
without fome little indignation on our 


part, eſpecially of Mr. Walker; who 


was before ſo ſure of his liberty, and 
underwent a very genteel memaran= 
dum of it from the captain. How- 
ever, as. an inward approbation of 
themſelves and country, in com- 
pariſon with others, is very natural 
to all people, and more apparent. in 


us than in any one country of the 


earth, we had nothing to be really 
offended at ; the French in general 
| behaving to us with great humanity 
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and politneſs, eſpecially the captain, 
who now grew ſo fond of Mr. Wal- 
ker's company, that he would not 
dine without him, and ſome one of 
his officers of Mr. Walker's own 
chuſing. He even ſhared part of the 
ſtate-cabin with him, where he had 

a bed brought in on purpoſe for his 
accommodation. With theſe dou- 
ceurs our time paſſed on more eaſy; 
and giving up all views of any new 
deliverance, as we were now in fight 
of the French coaſt, we contented 
ourſelves with the expectation of ſeeing 
Breſt, the fineſt port. in France; to 
which we were bound, and where 
we arrived 1 in January 1744-5. 


— 


CHAP. 


3 
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Mr. Walker's recovery of his own | 
and officers liberty at Breſt; and | 


his return from thence to Eng- | 
land. 1 


A we came into the bay without | 
the harbour of Breſt, we niet It 
the French F. rigate whom we en- | 
paged | in the Mars coming out from 1 
being refitted. He had had his bow- | 
ſprit dangerouſly wounded, ſo as to 
be almoſt carried away, and his ſtar- 
board quarters ſtove in; ſome men 
killed, but a great many wounded, 
whom we afterwards went to ſee in 
the hoſpital. He had reported up- 
on his engaging of us, that, He had 
fought two Engliſh men of war of 
* * and had got clear, one of 
them | 
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them having ſheered off. This kind 
of boaſting we are ſure to ſmile at, 
in foreigners ; but ſeldom are ſo un- 
favourable to our own national glory 
to detect it in ourſelves. It certainly 
is a kind of ſpirit, conſtituent of the 
French genius: but as they are a peo- 
= -. ple of great policy, is ſo far allowable, 
as they thereby ſtimulate one another 
to imitate ſuch aQs of valour, how- 

ever they may be miſrepreſented. 
The next morning Mr. Walker, 
fearing the diſtemper which began to 
grow violent amongſt the French, 
might be catched by our men, ap- 
plied to the captain, to have us ſet on 
ſhore immediately ; which by his in- 
tereſt with him, he effected by four 
o' clock in the evening. This was a 
great fayour, it being Sunday: But 
it was with much greater difficulty, 
and as good providence, he perſuaded 
ia I his 
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his friend the captain, for ſo I may 
juſtly call him, to let him come with 
us; in which favour to himſelf he 
was long denied. What is there, 
faid the captain, (for I was very near 
him,) that I have been deficient in 
as a gentleman, to render my accom- 
modation not quite agreeable to you? 
Or what is there I can do to make it 
more ſo? Stay but till to-morrow, 
and I will take you with me to the 
governor, and introduce you to every 
man of conſequence of the place. You 
ſhall be free ; nothing ſhall break-in 
upon your liberty, but the prejudiced 
notion you have got of it in England.” 
Mr. Walker urging, with many ac- 
knowledgments of his favours, that 
his ſole deſire of going proceeded 
from a duty of which he could not 
even in opinion | diveſt himſelf, of 
ſeeing his men accommodated, ** Well 
then, 
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then, ſays the French captain, you 
ſhall not go, till I write two lines by 
you to the governor :” which giving 
Mr. Walker, and taking leave with 
the utmoſt politeneſs, we thought it 
an happineſs to gain permiſſion of 
ſetting foot on French ground, as pri- 
ſoners, with our leader at our head. 
And here I could not help obſerving 
the power of ſelf-recommendation, in 
the change of behaviour of a few 
days, between the firſt meeting of thoſe 
gentlemen and the taking leave, a 
leave, as it happened, for ever. 

Mr. Walker immediately proceed- 
ed to the governor of the town, who 
receiving the letter from the French 
captain, told him, he was at his 
liberty on parole, and any one or two 

of his officers he choſe for his com- 
panions: but Mr. Walker, who hoped 
his credentials were more unlimited, 
making 
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aki anſwer, « Sir, if Thave not my 
principal officers with me, I can enjoy 
but little pleaſure in the liberty you 
beſtow me; he, with almoſt an oblig- 
ing condeſcenſion, granted permiſſion 
for his having all his officers, to the 
number of ten, on Mr. Walker's pa- 


role, to go with him, where he pleaſed, 


into the town or country; but not by 
themſelves. -I cannot help being 
particular in theſe circumſtances, both 
as it was a great happineſs we receiv- 
ed, and ought with gratitude to men- 
tion; aud which every Engliſhman 


muſt with pleaſure hear; but alſo, as 


it may help to remove the bad preju- 
dices we generally entertain of all 
dther countries but onr own ; which 
have ſometimes prevented our uſing 
them, 1 in like circumſtances, ſo well as 

we would do, did we think they de- 
ſerved to be uſed as well as they do. 
FOE =” 3 
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An univerſal rejoicing was made, 

and Te Deum ordered to be ſung 
throughout the kingdom, on the ar- 
rival of theſe two important ſhips ; 
which had brought home the year's 
ſtore of treaſure, Amidit the joy, we 
were alſo obliged to hear great boaſt- 
ings made among the men, of their 
having offered battle to four large 
Engliſh men of war, who refuſed 
fighting them. But all this Joy was 
too ſuddenly overcaſt ! 

Mr. Walker having procured. his 
own and officers liberty, and viſited 
the common men in their priſons ; 
where he ſettled the manner of ſup- 
plying them with neceſſaries, and got 
them the beſt apartments in the 
place, now brought us all to a public 
houſe or inn, to refreſh himſelf and 
us with ſupper ; where he agreed with 
the cook at a rate exceeding the king's 
allowance, 
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allowance, for a particular table for 
himſelf and us. The cook, who was 
alſo maſter of the houſe, with great 
alacrity agreed to provide every ac- 
commodation to make us eaſy; and 
told us humorouſly, © he could make 
de good roat beef for us, and de good 
plumb-pudding too.” And he kept 
his word; for, to ſay the truth, there 
could not be a better table, or more 
reaſonable, than he 2 pro- 
vided. 

The very next day, whilſt Mr. Wal- 
ker was writing at our inn, to the 
French captain, to beg him to ſend 
him his letter of credit, which was in 
a box with his commiſſion, the peo- 
ple came running into the houſe, all 
In terror and lamentation ! with cries, 
that The Floriſſant had blown up; 
and all the crew were deſtroyed with 
her.“ Upon our running out, we 
E 2 found 
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found the accident too true in fact; 
tho not exactly related. The gunner 
having taken out the powder, and 
gone aſhore with it, had left in a 
private part of the magazine, four 
barrels, for ſalutes, as he ſaid. The 
men ſweeping together the looſe pow- 
der, which had been ſcattered from 
the ſtarting of their cartridges into the 
caſks, and handing down the glaſs 
lanthorn, which hung in the gun- 
room, to the people in the magazine, 
the handle of it, by ſome accident 
broke, and the lamp fell out upon the 
floor, among the looſe powder: which 
taking fire, and communicating itſelf 
to the four barrels, blew up the whole 
after- part of the ſhip; in which was 
the aforeſaid polite and good captain, 
with all the officers and moſt of the 
men. The fire afterwards catching the 
| other part of the ſhip, burnt with 
| "Rug great 
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great fury. This difmal accident we, 
tho' an enemy, with great ſorrow and 
tender feeling beheld, As the French 
are very expreſſive in all their mo- 
tions- -I would not be ſuppoſed to 
mean they are more tender in their 
paſſions---the ſcene was indeed very 
melancholly. Each one of the croud, 
particularly lamenting ſome friend or 
relation loſt, at the moment they had 
prepared their welcome to their homes; 
and all in general condoling the 
common loſs, and public calamity to 
their country. The men who were 
yet on board, in the fore-part of the 
ſhip alive, cried out for the aſſiſtance 
of boats, and called for mercy of their 
countrymen, friends, and relations; 
which, though it might have been 
eafily afforded, was obliged to be de- 
nied by thoſe very friends and kinf- 
men; the weeping ſpectators only of 


E 3 their 
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their ſad diſtreſs ! For the guns, which 
had not yet been diſcharged, every 
minute or two going off, as the fire 
reached them, made it dangerous. to 
offer aſſiſtance: ſo that their own 
guns were preſented againſt the breaſts 
of thoſe they called to their relief, 
Moſt of the men threw themſelves at 
laſt into the ſea, ſome few of whom 
were ſaved. The ſhip having burnt 7 
to the water's edge, went down with j 
all her treaſure ; having unloaded no- ; 
thing, fave part of that burthen which 

was her greateſt pain, and periſhed 

in the delivery. Among the many 

ſpectators, Mr. Walker appeared to 
me not the leaſt affected: to ſee the 
tear drop at the misfortune of his ene- 
my, the man to whom by chance of 
war he, but a few days before be- 
came a priſoner; and now Jament 
him as a friend! made me reflect at 
| the 
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the hard fate of war, which brings 
men together with ſwords directed at 
each other's breaſt, ignorant of the 
worth which either boſom may con- 
tain: whereas, had happier opportu- 
nity placed them within the know- 
ledge of each other, they had lived 
like beings of humanity, in tender eſti- 
mation of their mutual merits. = 
By a thronged affiſtance of boats, 
for the fhip was now gone down, fe- 
veral people were ſaved ; ſome wan- 
ting a limb; others worſe torn in va- 
rious parts of the body, who had 
caught hold of the firſt floating part 
of the wreck; which accident had 
helped them to; fond of preſerving 
life, tho' mutilated of happineſs, to 
be hereafter dragged over the earth in 
aukwardneſs and pain! Among the 
floating dead bodies, the captain's was 
eaſily diſcovered, tho very much cut 
E 4 and - 
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and burnt; and brought on ſhore, where 
it had every mark of honour and re- 
ſpec paid to its former owner, being 
laid out in great pomp of funeral ſtate; 
for the captain had been a man of 
rank and family. 
When we returned to our inn, Mr. 
Walker found we bore a further part 
in the general loſs. His letter of credit 
being burnt, he now wanted the 
means of his own and our mainte- 
nance.” The good cook indeed, 
equally civil, offered our ſupport, till 
Mtr. Walker could receive an anſwer 
to his letters from England.----But 
other things were required; which 
being neceſſary, the want of them 
would have rendered our ſtay in a 
ſtrange country, without money, very 
diſagreeable. He thereſore thought 
it beſt to keep up his intereſt, till his 
credit could arrive; ſo in the firſt place 
waited 
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waited on the governor to pay his 
compliments of condolance on the 
late fatal accident. The governor re- 
ceived him with his former politeneſs, 
at the ſame time aſſuring him, he paid 
ſuch deference to the recommenda- 
tion of that good officer, fo lately and 
unfortunately gone, that every thing 
in his power he would do to make 
him and his whole company happy 
in their ſttuation. And he was juſt 

to his word. The firſt reſpect ſhewn 
Mr. Walker, in conſequence of this, 
was an invitation to attend as a mour- 
ner the funeral of the deceaſed cap- 
tain, which was very grand and ſo- 
lemn. This introduced him to the 
notice of the principal men of the 
place; moſt of whom endeavoured to 
expreſs proofs of their favour, in in- 
vitations to their houſes, and other 
acts of civility ; which again gave him 
LE an 
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an intereſt with many of them, and. 
this again he employed in general to 
the ſervice of his friends and country- 
mea : ſo that ſeveral gentlemen and 
others, whom Mr. Walker had know- 
ledge of in England were thro his 
means, and at his inſtance and requeſt, 
ſet at liberty, to the mount of re 
fixty perſons. ' 

Among the F rench gentlemen 


who ſhewed theſe indulgences to Mr. 


Walker, the fiſcal, who is the perſon 
that ſettles the cartel, commenced a 
particular intimacy with him ; which 
gave Mr. Walker the opportunity of 


aſking him, to put his and his officer's 


names in the cartel that was then fill- 
ing up. This requeſt, tho' with ſome. 
reluctance, he at laſt yielded to; 
whereby Mr. Walker, whoſe turn for 
liberty with ours, would not regularly 


have come round till near a twelve- 


month, 
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month, procured the releaſe of him- 
felf, his officers, and about ſixty of his 
crew, as well as of ſome others, par- 
ticularly one Mr. Coats, captain Hat- 
man, and ſome other Engliſh gentle- 
men who had n paſſengers or tra- 
ders. | 
I cannot help mentioning, that a- 
mong the priſoners for whom Mr. 
Walker at firſt got their liberty on 
parole, was a peddling Jew, who, by 
making out a piteous ſtory, introduced 
bhimſelf to his notice and compaſſion. 
Mr. Walker had unſucceſsfully ap- 
plied to many merchants there to 
be ſupplied with money for bills, who 
with all the politeneſs of the French, 
yet caution of their own country, re- 
fuſed him, all in the ſame ſtory that 
credit would be very hard to be found, 
on account that the ſecretary to 
lately in much the like circumſtances, 

E 6 had 
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had freely found credit for his bills, 
and that every one of them had come 
back proteſted. Thus giddy men 
_ often; think their bad actions end at 
the point where they loſe fight of 
them; but it is not ſo: the injury they 
do to thoſe, who intend better, runs 
often too great a length, by the pteju- 
dice and taints they leave in the minds 
of others. This Jew one day took 
an opportunity of pulling Mr. Walker 
by the ſleeve, and telling him, He 
knew his want of money ; but that he 
bad a bar of gold and forty guineas 
ſecreted. about him, at his ſervice.” 
175 heſe were ſewed up in the waiſt-band 
of his breeches, which was perhaps 
the only part of his whole garb that 
had a regular ſtitch in it, ſo miſerably 
as he accoutered in rags and patches. 
Thus was our generous commander, 
with all his dependants, relieved by the 
8 poor 
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poor beggar, who petitioned his hu- 
manity but a few days before; which is 
a leſſon to our doing all the good in 
general we can, as we do not know 
- whence the reward will be, often from 
the hand leaſt expected. Whetherthe 
bar of gold had force or virtue enough 
to break thoſe of iron, I will not take 
on me to ſpeak; all I ſhall ſay is, that 
Mr. Walker, after paying the honeft 
cook his bill, who I dare fay was as 
ſincere in his profeffions of ſorrow to 
part with us, as he was in thoſe of 
Joy at ſeeing our arrival, delivered us 
off from our ſtate of nine weeks bon- 
dage, like Moſes's poor brick-making | 
colony to the land of liberty ; and was 
he to have ſet up a new religion, I 


dare ſay the poor Jew ned have 
changed his faith. 


Our company, which were inlitted 
under the direction of Mr. Walker, 
| were 
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were about ſeventy, beſides thoſe of 
the cartel, who were upwards of 
three hundred. Our journey was to 
Morlaix, and but two guineas amongſt 
our party, which were in Mr. Wal- 
ker's pocket, reſerved for an addition 
to our accommodation at the half- 
way-houſe;; Morlaix being about 
thirty miles from Breſt. When we 
reached Morlaix the next day, the 
firſt thing Mr. Walker did' was to go 
fee the cartel ſhip, as there was fo 
great numbers to go in her. She was 
one of the licenſed veſſels from White- 
haven' with tobacco, the owner of 
which had contracted to carry three 
hundred people : but Mr. Walker at 
firſt ſight refuſed to go in her himſelf, 
or to let any of his people hazard them- 


| ſelves in her bottom, ſhe being very old 


and unſafe, not above a hundred and 
twenty tons, unable to hold one half of 
5 | the 
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the number. And as the jail diſtem- 
per was among the croud of priſoners, 
Mr. Walker on that account alſo was 
reſolved not to riſque himſef or party 
in her: but ſeeing a little pleaſure 
yacht lying on the ſhore, which had 
been run away with by ſome French 
priſoners, who had made their eſcape in 
her from Plymouth, and finding upon 
inquiry ſhe was to be ſold, and being 
told the owner's name, a merchant of 
great note in the place, he reſolved 
upon purchaſing her. Alas! Sir, 
cries captain Harman, do you think of 
purchaſing ſhips without a guinea in 
your pocket, as we all know the laſt 
went for the laſt night's fupper? Ra- 
ther, fir, ſet your invention to work 
how to get us a dinner.” O! ſays 
Mr, Walker, the firſt thing we muſt 
do after the purchaſe is to victual her, 
and then you may all dine aboard.” 

Sir, 
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Sir, replies Mr. Harman, I fear we 
ſhall. find a neceſſity for eating before 
then, as it may be a work of time 
before you make your purchaſe: And 
if you take us from the cartel, we 
ſhall all be ſtruck off the king's al- 
lowance.“ Well then, ſays Mr. Wal- 
ker, if you think there is an abſolute 
neceſſity for my firſt filling your bellies, 
let us go look at the ſigns of the 
town, and find out the beſt hearts in 
the place from the ſignals at their 
doors. We had not gone far in ſearch 
of ſome viſible figns of hoſpitality, be- 
fore we diſcovered the Engliſh arms. 
There, ſays he, is the flag of good en- 
tertainment, gentlemen; will you pleaſe 
to dine with me at our countryman's ?” 
We all crouded into the houſe; 
and- found the landlord was an Iriſh- 
man, a circumſtance which anſwered 
our expectation. . Countryman, ſays 


Mr. 
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b. Walker at the firſt ſalute, do you 
= me welcome ? I am come to dine 
with you.” The landlord well per- 

civing who we were, and having cer- 
tainly a reſpect to the appearance of 
Mr. Walker, very politely anſwered, 
« Sir, Ido.“ I take you at your word, 
replied Mr. Walker ; for I am very 
hungry, and tho' no monſter come to 
eat you up, yet have ſeventy mouths, 
and we are as naked as to money as 
any beaſt of the foreſt: but to ſpeak 
in plain terms, what I aſk of you is 
to accommodate us whilſt we ſtay, 
and take my bills,” Sir, ſays he, car- 
rying his . politeneſs ſtill farther, I 
take your, word; yourſelf and ſome few 
II endeavour to make happy in my 
own houſe, the reſt I'll provide for in 
cut-lodgings.” I mention theſe par- 
ticulars to ſhew, that if our country- 
men, thro' bigotry, prejudice, or ac- 
cide 


broken, as ſcarce at firſt to be-xnder- 
Mood. However, — 


go CoMMoDoRE WALKER's 
cident, ſettle amongſt our enemies, 


yet they feldom loſe their native 


honeſty of heart to their fellow-coun- 
trymen ; but rather add to that the 
polite embeliſhments of out-fide ad- 


dreſs, learned from their neighbours. 


Dinner being over and a chearful 
glaſs to out country, in which our 
landlord with much fincerity ſeemed 
to join us, Mr. Walker took captain 
Harman, Mr. Coats, and fome others 
of us to the merchant, about the afore- 


faid purchaſe. A French gentleman, 
who was alſo in the houſe, and was 


informed of our intention, offered to 
go'with us to introduce us. The mer- 
chant carried the French politeneſs 
yet farther than we had already ſeen 
it, by infiſting to ſpeak to us in Eng- 
lich only, which was fo bad and 


Mr. 
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Mr. Walker's bills for the yacht, and 


after ſerving us with wine and a col- 
lation of ſweet meats, © Pray jantilſ- 
mans, ſays he, can you know very well 
at Breſt one Maiſter Vaker, what you 
calls his name?“ < Sir, this is the gentle- 
man, ſays captain Harman, pointing 
to Mr. Walker.“ O my dear fir, re- 
plies the French gentleman, taking 
Mr. Walker in his arms, me have de 


letter to pay you and all de good jan- 


tilſmans here, your officiers, for your 
liberty ; me have alſo de commiſſion 
for de lettre of credit for you, &. 
This interview and account were no 
doubt very acceptable; ſo that with 
all the merchant's broken Engliſh, we 
never underſtood plain Engliſh better. 
Mr. Walker's owners Arthur Oldſ- 
worth of Dartmouth, Eſq; and others, 
knowing by the Mars, which was 


retaken and carried back to England, 


and 
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and which they repurchaſed, in what 
part Mr. Walker was, immediately 
ſent letters of credit to their friends at 
St. Malo's who ſent to this gentleman 
theirs of an unlimited credit, to be 
forwarded for Mr. Walker at Breſt; 
with directions to purchaſe his and 
any two of his officer's liberty whom 
he ſhould chuſe, and: to offer for them 
two priſoners for one. I cannot help 
here making an obſervation, on the 
French manners before we take leave 
of their country, that tho' their com- 
plaiſance on the firſt acquaintance ap- 
pears to be the expreſſion of a firſt- 
ſighted friendſhip, for they never ſup- 
poſe ill of a character introduced to 
them, whereas the Engliſhman, who 
is as civil in the end, always with- 
holds his till he is aſſured you deſerve 
it; yet when they receive any more 
certain intelligence of the worth of 
their 
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their new acquaintance, they double. 
that civility to a pitch almoſt incon- 
ceivable to thoſe who have not taſted 
the growth of it, like: their fruits, in 
its own country; for it certainly loſes 
much in the tranſplanting : fo this 


gentleman. from an ealy politeneſs, 


which was before very engaging, took 

on him at once the endearing famili- 
arity of a friend, inſiſted on our ſup- 
ping, lying, and in ſhort living at his 
houſe whilſt we ſtaid at Morlaix. And 
he certainly was in earneſt; for tho' 


with great difficulty Mr. Walker got 


off that part of the invitation, which 
he imagined might be moſt trouble- 
ſome to him, that of lying at his 


houſe yet he kept us to ſupper, and 
afterwards conducted us to other en- 


tertainments, all of which were hoſpi- 
table and elegant. Perhaps it may 
be ſaid the complaiſance paid to us 

was 
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was in reſpect to the letters of his cor- 
reſpondents at St. Maloes (I did not 
ſee them) or a policy to recommend 
the ſpirit of his country to our re- 
membrance and report in our own. 
If ſo it was a public ſpirit : but make 
what excuſe you will for politeneſs, it 
is in itfelf ſo humanely elegant and 
good, eſpecially to ſtrangers in a 
foreign country, and enemies too, 
that, like virtue, it is intrinſic in itſelf, 
let the motive from whence it comes 
be what it will. Mr. Walker gene- 
rouſly made uſe of this his new-gotren 
credit to the general ſervice of his 
friends. Every gentleman preſent or 
left behind at our inn took what par- 
ticular ſum he wanted, the yacht was 
paid for, other neceſſary money taken; 
and thus every man with money in 
his pocket, we returned to our king's 
arms ; where the poor Jew was paid 
2 his 
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his money and the golden wedge, and 
the generous landlord had ample re- 
ward and reſpect paid him in return, 
during our ſtay' at Morlaix. The 
cartel ſhip ſet ail in four days, with 
her numbers packed like bale goods 
in her hold. Our ſtay in getting our 
new veſſel fitted up was eight days: 
but how great was our opinion of 
French hoſpitality yet raiſed, after the 
former civility of the French mer- 
chant, to find it carried even beyond 


the limits of his own houſe. The 


yaul, as ſoon as ready, was found 
ſtored with wines of various kinds and 
the beſt ſorts, ſweet-meats, cakes, 
freſh proviſions, eggs, fowls, hams, 
&c. more than ſufficient for our num- 
ber and voyage. 
| Whilſt we were taking leave of 
this generous benefaQtor, with ſuch 
28 of thanks as were the beſt 
| evidence 
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evidence of our gratitude, he ſlipt a 
letter of unlimited credit into Mr. 
Walker's hands, in caſe of our being 
put back into any port in France. We 
ſet fail from Morlaix, February 15, 
1745- But the veſſel having lain 
ſome time in the ſun, and her ſeams 
not having been properly or well 
caulked, a matter wherein the com- 
mon workman's honeſty did not equal 
their better's politeneſs, we ſtruck 
over to the iſland Guernſey, the wind 
taking us ſhort and the weather 
ſtormy. © There, not being willing to 
ſpate time for 'repairing the faults of 
our yacht, Mr. Walker being at all times 
more apprehenſive of the bottom of 
his ſhip than that of his men, he ſold 
her at but one gvuines loſs. From 
thence we ſet fail in an Engliſh veſſel, 
and arrived all ſafe and well at Wey- 
-mouth, February 28th, and Mr. Wal- 
r | ker 
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ker went by land to Dartmouth, 
which he reached March the 2d. 

I believe every officer and gentle- 
man paid Mr. Walker's ſervices the 
thanks they owed him, in the men- 
tioning of his name. I have had the 
pleaſure to hear Mr. Walker ſay, that 
every ſhilling he had advanced on his 
own credit to the various gentlemen 
and others at Morlaix was with ho- 
nour and due punctuality returned to 
I muſt not forget, that at Guern- 
ſey we found on the ſtrand the main- 
top-maſt of the Victory, which was 
loſt, with her mark, and the name 
Victory on it. I mention this, as I 
have very lately heard it doubted, 
whether any proofs of her being 
wrecked had come on ſhore. 
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CHAP. 8 © 


The equipment of the Boſcawen 
: . e ſhip of war; an attempt 
made to ſeduce the men, and the 


© conſequences thereof. 


R. Walker's coming to Dart- 
mouth ſo much ſooner than 

Was expected was an agreeable ſur- 
priſe to his owners ; who, having re- 
purchaſed the Mars, were already fit- 
ting her out againſt his arrival for a 

new 
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new cruiſe with the Boſcawen ; whoſe 
captain being accuſed by his own Pe. 
ple of ill conduct in the engagement 
with the French frigate before men- 
tioned, and now having brought in his 
ſhip before the time of her cruiſe was 
finiſhed, had altogether ſo incurred 
their diſpleaſure, as to be diſcarded 
from any further command. Mr. 
Walker, as he thought the Mars, tho 
a fine and ſtout ſhip, a flow ſailor, 
now made choice of the Boſcawen; 
and the command of the. Mars was 
given to Mr. John Bowden, who had 
been Mr. Walker's firſt lieutenant. 
The Boſcawen had been a French 
man of war, and the firſt, we took 
from the enemy in the laſt war, cal- 
led the Medea, taken by captain Boſ- 
cawen, now admiral; a prime ſailor, 
of beautiful conſtruction; one hun- 
dred and fifteen feet in her keel, and 

1 thirty 
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thirty eight feet in her beam, mounted 
originally twenty eight guns, nine 
pounders, but was altered by Mr. 
Walker to' thirty guns, twelve and 


nine pounders upon one deck, having 


on. board three hundred and fourteen 
men. 

While ſhe was fitting. out, ſeamen 
Adcked from all quarters to enter on 
board; but an accident happened here, 


Which I have thought deſerves a re- 


lation. 

Some perſons of Exeter, particu- 
latly Mr. Coats, brother to the gentle- 
man of the fame name whom Mr. 
Walker had releaſed from the French 
priſon, and brought with him to Eng- 
land, fitting out at the ſame time two 
private ſhips of war, the Exeter and 
George, one of their captains, Mr. 


"Tailor, finding what crouds of ſeamen 
| flocked to > Dartmouth, while they 
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were in great want of men at Exeter, 
thought of a ſtratagem to bring over 
ſome of the Boſcawen's men; which 
was that of pretending his owners 
had a tranſport ſhip to ſend off with 
felons, fome of whom he ſaid 
had eſcaped from them, and entered 
on board the Boſcawen; and ſo begged 
leave to ſearch, the ſhip under that 
colour, to take opportunity. of ſedu- 
cing away our men. Mr. Walker 5 
immediately gave orders to his com- 
manding officer for liberty to Mr. 
Tailor of going on board, declaring 
he meant no protection to ſuch peo- 
ple. The artifice ſo far ſucceeded; 
but his power , of. bribing not going 
farther than the opportunity of ſpeak- 
ing to two or three of the men, theſe 
took ſome guineas from him, and 
promiſed to bring with them a greater 
number, having ſtipulated for the 


4 pro- 
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Promiſed reward. Among theſe was 
one John Cabel, the principal. When 
Mr. Tailor had taken leave, as not 
finding any of the felons pretended 
to be inquired after, John Cabel ap- 


pointed ſeventeen of the men, whom 
he picked out for his purpoſe, to meet 


him at a place of rendezvous. The 


Zang being met, Cabel, who was a re- 


markable punſter and the wit of the 


crew, addreſſed his comrades, (the 


| ſpeech, 1 had given me written by 
" himſelf, nothing altered except ſome 
überties we have taken in the ſpel- 


| ung) © Gentlemen, you know my 
nate is Cabel, you'lt ſay a good name 
for a ſailor; well, gentlemen, if 
you'll traſt to this cabel, it ſhall be a 
ſheet cabel of profit to you. There 


has been à poor taylor on board our 


noble captain's ſhip, endeavouring to 


fake — of our loyalty to the 
[: noble 
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noble captain ; that is, gentlemen, to 
kt us in the ſervice of one Mr. Cats. 
Now my boys, to ſuit him in his own 
cut, ſuppoſe we patch up a kind of a 
ſcheme to be paid for wore we ſhall 
never do, and then ſheer off. I have 
got three guineas here, with which 
we will to night make merry, and 
then think upon it to-morrow.” This 
oration was received with an huzza 
of applauſe, and every man followed 
his leader. At the ſpending the money, 
when inſpired by the goodneſs of the 
ale, they deviſed # ſcheme. to go to 
Mr. Tailor at Exeter, every hand 
to take his money and, then bring 
off moſt of the men "already inliſted 
with him, to compleat the number 
then ſtill wanted for the Boſcawen; 
for which we ſhall again, ſays the 
politic Cabel, be rewarded by our 
worthy maſtets at home.” The re- 
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mainder of the money carried them 
all to Exeter; where having ſo far put 


their ſcheme in execution as to re- 
ceive the money for entering, three 


guineas each man, a countryman of 


the place who ſaw them enter and 
heard captain Tailor brag of his arti- 
fice, coming to Dartmouth, immedi- 
ately acquainted Mr. Walker with 
this circumſtance. He calling a muſter 
of his men, and finding the number 


miſſing, was Juſtly enraged at the low 


cunning of Mr. Tailor; and ſent off | 


an officer and. party of men, with di- 
rections, for the preſent only, to ſee 
whether they were his men, and to 
ſend an expreſs of it to him ; which 
coming the next morning with a con- 


firmation that they were,” Mr. 


Walker immediately went poſt to Exe- 
ter, and took his ſurgeon with him, in 
caſe of any accident happening among 


the 


* 


V.QY A G+Bi8,! aog 
the men, which might want his aſſiſ- 
tance. But the renowned Cabel and 
his men, having from the party ſent 
before, got ſome intelligence of Mr. 
Walker's coming, planted themſelves 
to meet him, about a mile from the 
city; where they ſtopped the chaiſe 
and gave him, three cheers, when Mr. 
Cabel ſtepping foremoſt began a ſpeech: 
Noble Sir, we hope you do not 
doubt our honour; we are true, Sir, 

and that you ſhall ſee if you let us 
alone a little to ourſelves; you ſhall ſee 
we will man you out immediately, 
with all the beſt men on board the 
Exeter. Do, Sir, truſt to my manage- 
ment. By G— we are men of ſtrict 
honour, but we love money and a 
joke, the two beſt things in the world 
next to a whore and fighting. Mr. 
Walker ſeeing ſome. humour and con- 
 Kdence 1 in the felloy's manner of ex. 
an. F Y preſſion, 
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preſſion, could not tell what to make 


of the whole, but ordered them to 
meet him at the Swan, where he 


would ſet up. On his way thither, 
tho under no neceflity of being be- 
holden for a man of theirs to fit out 
His own ſhip, it being pretty near 
compleated as to numbers; yet he 


conſidered, that as his proprietors were 


equipping the Mars and Dartmouth, 
which wanted men, and were in every 


other reſpect almoſt ready for the ſea, 


He would, if poffible, bring off what 


men he could, in order to requite the 
very ungenteel treatment he had re- 


_ ceived from Mr. Tailor. When he 
came to his inn, he. met there his of- 


ficers and former gang, who ac- 


quainted him that his men were real- 
ly honeſt to him, but had been 
aboard the other ſhips lying at Top- 


mam, where they had received both 


money 
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money and cloaths; and that they 
could, if he pleaſed, bring away moſt 
of the whole crew. Before Ms. Wal- 
ker had well refreſhed himſelf, the 
ſeventeen men alſo came up; but, be- 
ing met by Mr. Coate's clerk, a French 
gentleman, who alſo had got notice 
of Mr. Walker's arrival, at the fen“ 

dezvous, were very paſſionately ac 
coſted by him, and ordered to get 
to their ſhip; as for Mr. Tailor, he 
never once appeared. Get you 
ways, you raſcals, ſays the French 
clerk; you ſhall all be taken priſoners 
in de country here, if you do not go 
on board to your own quarters in de 
ſhip.” By this time Mr. Walker hav- 
ing ſignified his conſent to his officer, 
and he again giving the men an bitt, 
a ſingle wink had been enough, like 
a word to the wiſe, away they i in | 
e duty ſped on board, 
| F 6 Mr. 
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Mr. Walker ſeeing this new kind 
of claim to his men ſo audaciouſly ſet 
up even in his preſence, could not 
help growing angry, tho he for a 
time permitted it; and upon inquiry 
finding the French petit- commandant 
to be clerk to Mr. Coats, he ſent a 
meſſage to Mr. Coats, that he would 
be glad to ſpeak with him. Mr. Coats 
immediately deſired his company at 
his houſe, where he at the firſt inter- 
view expreſſed great obligations for 
the favour Mr. Walker had ſhewn 
his brother, repeating the circum- 
ſtance we have already mentioned; but 
Mr. Walker, who had his breaſt full 
ol other buſineſs to be ſettled, anſwer- 
ed, he had no compliments to pay in 
return, and would receive none from 
him; and then ſet forth his com- 
plaints of Mr. Tailor's behaviour. 
Mr. Coats aſſured him of his igno- 


A trance 
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rance of the matter, as a buſineſs in- 
tirely left to the officer they truſted 
to. Ves, Sir, replies Mr. Walker, 
but if your officer has made a wrong 
ſtep, you and the other owners muſt 
abide the conſequences.” | Mr. Coats 
then offered him his own men back. 
« No, Sir, ſays Mr. Walker again, 'tis 
the affront done my ſhip, in the ſedue- 
tion of my men, that I am angry at. 
I'll not have a man returned me thro' 
compulſion : but my officer here 
ſhall, with your leave, go on board 
with a ſingle guinea; and as many as 
will follow that, to drink my health, 

I will never part with.” Leave be- 
ing given and taken on al ſides, the 
officer was ſent aboard ; but Mr. Wal- 
ker ſoon after had information given 
him, that ſome of the proprietors, or 
ſome acting perſon under them, had 
firſt ny A round of two guineas 


more 
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more to each man of the ſeventeen ; 
and their own men infiſting on the 
like, they gave them alſo the ſame, 
being in number upwards of an hun- 
dred men. This no doubt gave Mr. 
Walker freſh uneafineſs, as he now 
'began to fear for the ſteadineſs of his 
men. And tho' he had power of out- 
bidding any price, yet conſidering the 
leſs a victory coſts the greater it is, he 
reſolved to wait the iſſue. To be ſhort, 
Mr. Walker's officer went on board, 
threw down the guinea; three huz- 
zas were ſent round the ſhip, 70 
Walker and the Boſcawen for ever, 
and a compleat hundred men, inclu- 
ding the ſeventeen, followed him out 
of the ſhip. Mr. Walker getting 
notice, that all the men were coming 
aſhore, haſtened to them and met 
them juſt landed ; and inſtead of con- 
Uniting them, was himſelf by them 
5 con- 
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conducted to the place of rendezvous, 
with a ſufficient compliment of huzzas 
thro' crouds of ſpectators, who, all in- 
quiſitive of the cauſe, were ſoon in- 
ſtructed, ſo as to form a right judg- 
ment of the matter, by the induſtrious 
explanations of the victorious Cabel 
and his crew. 
Towards evening, a gentleman of 
the town, who was ſome civil officer, 
and the ſame French clerk, came to 
Mr. Walker, and inſiſted, in the pro- 
prietors names, on Mr. Walker's ſend- 
ing back their men; * that on refuſal 
the army, as there then was a repi- 
ment in the town, ſhould be ſent for 
to force him.” This language little 
prevailed on a gentleman whoſe me- 
thod it was, as he ſaid,” © When he 
drew his ſword, to throw away the 
ſcabbard ; and that his reſolution was 
to ſtand by the men, who would do 
ſo 
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ſo by him; that all who could fight 
their way he would carry off, the reſt 
they might keep.” He then immedi- 
ately gave orders, as there was a wood 
adjacent, that every man ſhould cut 
down a good ſappling, which, as he aid 
he ſuppoſed they could give the army no 
commiſſion to fire; would be a Weapon 
eaſier managed than the butt end of 
a muſket. This order was with great 
expedition complied with; and ſome 
who were Hercules's in zeal, provid- 
ed themſelves with clubs greater than 
their abilities could wield. - Mr. Wal- 
b ker ſoon got them back again in order 
into an out · houſe in the inn to ſup- 
per; where the guinea was firſt drank 
in form, which was the only money 
they would admit to be ſpent on them, 
every man having guineas of his own 
in his pocket. Here they provided 
themſelves with fiddles and other di- 
5 Sa verſions 
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verſions of the night; at the relation 
of which I could venture, as an eng 
tertainment again for the reader; if it 


did not deviate from the buſineſs: of 
the ſtory. 


Mr. Walker fat up in the houſe al 
night, in caſe of any diſturbance or 
ſurpriſe ; and having in the mean time 
ſecured all the hack-horſes in the 
town, againſt morning, to the num 


ber of about ſeventy, he, after break · 


faſt, about eight o' clock, led off the 


and went himſelf into his poſt-chaiſe 


at the end of the town, where he 
had ordered it with the horſes, the 


men mounting themſelves to the beſt 


advantage. They who firſt could 
get on hotſe and ride off, were hap- 
pieſt, ſometimes two got but one horſe 
between them ; and ſometimes a third 


contended. for a third ſhare; and 


they 


4 
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they who could not get any ſhare of 
his back laid claim to the tail. But 
here it was immediately neceſſary for 
| Mr. Walker, in common humanity 
| 
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| to. horſe-fleſh, to give a new order, 
counter to the preceding one of the 
evening before, That each man 
ſhould throw away his club of de- 
fence, and take to him in its place a 
ſwitch of expedition; elſe certainly 
they would have knocked down one 
Half of their horſes, or broke their 
bones, ere half their journey had 
been performed.“ Which order alſo, 
by difmounting many a cavalier, gave 
à new chance to all parties ſtowing 
. "themſelves more regularly upon the 
decks. Never ſure was officer attend- 
ed with better hearts, and yet ſo out 
of character, as Mr. Walker was at 
this time by his ſailors turned cavalry. 
All who, except his own party and a 
| few 
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few who ſtaid with him, thco'- the 
'defire of their horſes or badneſs of 
their riding, flew forward in a cloud 
of duſt, like a kind of marine Huſlars; 
ſo that the poſt-chaiſe and four horſes, 
tho' going at its uſual courſe, after the 
rate of ten knots an hour, dropped 
aſtern. This great expedition, beſides 
the natural love of making uſe of a 
fair wind, which is their opinion of 
jockyſhip, as long as the beaſt has a 
breath of wind under them, was 
meant chiefly as a compliment to Mr. 
Walker, to get dinner ready againſt 
his coming to the inn ; at which they 
Intended to bait, and whither a ſmall 
party, by order of Cabel, had been 
diſpatched with proviſions over night, 
truſting to the inn for ſome additions. - 
They of the moſt elegant taſte among 
them having laid their heads together 
to conſult the gentility of the table, 
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as it was their good luck to find it 
market- day, ſet him down, his lieu- 
tenant, ſurgeon, and the landlady at 
the end of the table, in good hoſpita- 
lity to a leg of pork and cabbage at 
the head, a boiled buttock of beef and 1 
carrots at the foot, a boiled leg of mut- 1 


| ſhoulder and potatoes on the other, 
and a peaſe-pudding in the middle. 


Tos | of 


ton and turnips on one fide, a roaſted 


At the top of the ſecond courſe was 
a hind quarter of lamb boiled with 
ſpinnage, and three or four loins 
broiled*in chops heaped around it, a 
_ firloin” of beef roaſted at the bottom; 
apple - pie on one ſide, apple-dump- 
lings on the other, and a huge plumb- 
pudding in the middle. As this was 
meast a general treat, happy was the 
jack, as they would all wait and ſhew 
their ſervice, who could give their 
captain a glaſs of wine; tho the moſt 


"Sy 


of them as yet knew him only by the 
report of their fellows, which is a 
ſurer character to them than a certi- 
ficate from the lords of the admiralty. 
And as the humour could not be pre- 


vented, Mr. Walker entered into it 


with a ſpirit that kept up his own 
character, and yet gained their eſteem 


of his affability. Of which, notwith- 


ſtanding their own roughneſs, they 


are as good judges as any people in 


the world; and can as well diſtin- 
guiſh an exactneſs of command from 


ſeverity. But to return to the table: 


Mr. Walker, after drinking ſome ge- 
neral toaſts, which were conſtantiy 
attended with three cheers in the place 


of muſick, and making them many 


offers of wine, &c. in return to their 
hearty invitation, all which thro! 


downright liberality of ſoul were re- 
fuſed, at laſt * of a preſent, of 


which 
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which they accepted as a very neceſ- 
 fary one, tho yet unthought of, that 
of a dinner to each of their horſes: 
ſo ordering half a peck to each hore, 
the whole company were all at one 
time happy in good entertainment, ac- 
ren "y 0 the n for man i 


bore. 

Among 0 ligations: Mr. Wal- 

ker owed to his men, I cannot forget 

one favour aſked of them; and which 
was in their turn ſtrictly obſerved, to 

a wonder you will ſay, and that was, 

4 that no man ſhould get drunk, but 
come to their proprietors ſober. 1 
have Uwelled upon theſe particulars 

1 hope not too long, to ſhew that an 

evenneſs of command will generally 
guide theſe kind of men to a ſtrict 
obſervanee of orders; which happy 

art of directing has been the great 
character of the gentleman we 

* ſpeak 
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ſpeak of; and proved his own, and 
men's: deliverance in the courſe of his 
command more than once. The 
time of departing being come, the ca- 
valcade ſet out anew. Mr. Walker, 
and ſome invalids in that part to 
which nature has appointed the office 
of giving reſt to all other parts of the 
body, bringing up the rear, the whole 
corps arrived ſafe before night, at Dart- 
mouth; without one deſertion, with- 
out one man's being in liquor, with- 
out one accident, except ſome tum- 
bles over the fore- caſtle of the horſe, 
or a ſlip or two off the ſtern. 
We muſt end this chapter with ob- 
ſerving, that ever after this accident, 
Mr. Cabel had great deference and re- 
ſpe& paid him among the crew, for 
his judgment and, ſagacity ; and he 
made a good ſailor and brave fellow, 
till like ſome other great men, he fell 
2 | e at 
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at laſt a real prey to gold. Of which 
in its place; and thus .the Boſcawen 
was at once fitted out with a number 
-of picked men for the enſuing cruiſe : 
in Which as they were all deſerving 
ſharers, ſo we may ne that- each con- 
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CHAP. II. 


The gelt nee of ot . 


private ſhip of war, her taking the 


Martinico fleet, and her return to 
* 


I E Boſcawen being ready for 

the ſea, Mr. Walker choſe not to 

wait either for the Mars or Dart- 

mouth; and accordingly on April the 

19th, 1745, we failed from Dart- 

mouth, perhaps, the moſt compleat 
privateer ever ſent from England. 

Among the ſeveral amendments 

and alterations, contrived in her by 

Mr. Walker, for the convenience of 


- engaging and other matters; I can- 


not help taking notice of one, which 


might be of infinite ſervice in general, 


Vor. I. G as 
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as particularly inſtrumental to our ſac- 


ceſs. This was an intire new con- 
ſtruction of our quarters ; as they were 
here raiſed with elm, in the place of 
nettings, man bigh and ſmall ſhot- 
proof, with a ftep below for the 
marines to mount on and fire, and 
then ſtand off again to load. By this 
means the ſhip was always ready for 


an engagement, and could not be fur- 


priſed; whereas, the buſineſs in other 
ſhips of fitting up their hammocks 
throws the men into an hurry ; whilſt 
the time thereby taken up could be 
better uſed in other diſpoſitions of af- 
fairs, too much haſtened over; if not, 
too often neglected. I have heard an 
objection made at home to this con- 
trivance ; which, leaſt it may be again 
ſtarted, I Will anſwer: That the 
large ſhot may tear the planks to 


2 and ne hurt the men 


worſe 
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worſe than the ſmall ſhot could do.“ 
The elm yields to the large balls, 
which leave an hole ſo ſmall, the elm 
ſwelling back to its place, as ſcarce 
afterwards to be believed the paſſage 
of the ball, without ever ſplintering. 


This Mr. Walker firſt proved, before 


he ſet them up: but I ſpeak from a 
further knowledge of Wm . 
perienced, 

May the 23d, in the evening; we 
fell-in with the Sheerneſs private ſhip 
of war, Captain Parnell, of twenty two 
guns; who kept us company for the 
night. By break of day the next morn- 
ing, in latitude forty-fix and forty- 
ſeven, longitude fourteen and fifty 
weſt from the Lizard, we made eight 
fail of ſhips, to which we.gave chace; 
and we going much better than the 


Sheerneſs, left her ſo far behind, that 
| ſhe could not ſo much as come up to 
G 2 


us, 
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us, or be of any aſſiſtance during the 
enſuing action. About nine o'clock *} 
the enemy formed a line, and waited 3 
our coming up; we then drawing g 
nearer, ſaw they were all ſhips of 
force: and tho on our ſide every 
thing was prepared for engaging ; yet 
I believe, not a man in the ſhip 
thought of coming to one, the Sheer- 
neſs. being quite aſtern. Mr. Walker 
then, perhaps perceiving ſome ſuſ- 
pence among his officers, as waiting 
his determination, delivered himſelf to 
us, nearly in theſe words: Gentle- 
men, I hope you do not think the 
number of prizes before us too many. 
Be aſſured by their being armed they 
have ſomething on board them worth 
defending: for I take them to be mer- 
chantmen with letters of marque, and 
home ward- bound; without doubt we 
ſhall meet with ſome oppoſition ; in 
. which 
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which I have not the leaſt doubt 
of your courage: but I ſee we muſt 
here coriquer alſo by a maſter-ſhip of 
{xill. Be. cool, and recollect every 
man his beſt ſenſes: for as we ſhall 
be preſſed on all fides, let every man 
do his beſt in engaging the enemy he 
ſees before him; and then one fide 
need not fear or take thought for the 
other. In a word, gentlemen, if you 
give me your voices for my leading 
you on, I pawn my life to you, I will of 
bring you off victorious.” Being je- 
| conded by a ſpirit of approbation 
throughout the whole ſhip, which 
could not but elevate his own courage, 
he then made the proper diſpoſition 
of his officers, giving theꝶ ſtrict orders 
« that, let them receive what fire they 
might from the other ſhips, they 
ſhould not fire a fingle gun, till he 
gave the word.” So bore up directly 


1 | to 
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to the larger ſhip of the enemy; 

(which, by her throwing out ſignals 
to the others, he judged to. be the 
commodore) well knowing that no- 
thing promiſed him ſucceſs. ſo much 
as attacking cloſe. | 

I forgot to mention, that not wick 

Ranking the ' ſhortneſs of the time 
ſince we left England, we had ups 
wards of ſixty of our men on the ſick- 
liſt. Theſe, all except three, crawled 
up upon deck, and tho of little ſer- 
vice, yet would they at Jeaſt behold 
the action. 

As we were coming up to the ene- 
my, with all our ſails ſet, the whole 
number of ſhips kept firing their 
ftern-chace at us; by which we loſt 
our  mizen-top-maſt, and had our 
rigging much ſhattered. When we 
came up to the ſternmoſt ſhip, we 
received her broadſide and ' thoſe 
9074 of 
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VOYAGE S. 127 
of the two ſhips next to her, as we 
paſſed them, without returning a 
fingle gun; making up to the com- 
modore in the center. And now 
about eleven oO clock getting cloſe 
to him we began the engagement, 
pouring our broadſide full into him. 
This was as fully returned, he hav- 
ing a ſtout ſhip of twenty-four 
guns: They then broke their line 
of battle, and attacked us, two on 
each fide, and one athwart our fore- 
foot. The ſternmoſt ſhip of the line, 
La Viftorie, which was the ſmalleſt, 
of ten guns, alſo came under our 
ſtern, and poured her broadſide into 
us by way of raking us; but being 
injured by our ſtern guns, ſhe run out 
of our reach, and ſtruck. . Thus was 
the engagement carried on by five 
ſhips only, the two, which were moſt 
a-head, going off, and in this fitua- 
a G 4 tion 
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tion was continued againſt us for a full 
hour, firing our broadfides, from each 
fide at once, upon the two on each 
quarter, and they theirs as warmly in- 
to us; our. bow-chace alſo keeping 
the one athwart our fore-foot in good 
play; we alſo kept a perpetual firing 
of our ſmall arms. Yet was this en- 
gagement, in which ſeveral accidents 
happened to us chiefly in our rigging, 
ſuſtained on out part without confu- 
ſion or any diforder, throughout the 
whole. Every man went on with his 
own buſineſs, in his own department; 


and the word of command was ob- 


ſerved, with a regularity almoſt incon- 
ceivable, thro the diſpoſition firſt 


made by Mr. Walker, in fixing every 


man to his -proper ſtation, with di- 
ſtinct orders to each part of the ſhip. 
Nor was there one man or officer be- 
haved amiſs either in courage or 

1 obeying 
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| obeying commands; nor. indeed did 
any one ſeem to excel another in 
either; the whole appearing rather a 
buſineſs conducted, than an accident 
of fighting. | ape IE RL 
In about three quarters of an hour 
from our firſt engaging, we perceived 
the commodore's ſhip greatly diſabled, 
for we planted our greateſt fire againſt 
him, all his maſts and rigging. being 
intirely carried away; at length his 
ſhip having received ſeveral ſhots un- 
der water, he fell back from under 
our cannon, and ſtruck. The en- 
gagement was ſtill continued by the 
reſt. In leſs than ten minutes after 
ſtriking, the ſhip went down. Here 
was a new ſcene, of perſons floating 
in the ſea on various parts of the 
wreck, which they, who could attain, 
thought themſelves happieſt in di- 
ſtreſs, as fortunate to lay hold of: 


G 5 this 
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this a while ſuſpended the fight. 8 
We then and then only were in an 
Hurry, to haſten our affiſtance of the 
barge : for the boats were intirely 
ſhot away: but we were ſoon con- 
vinced it was out of our power, ſo 
ſoon to commence friends; for the. 
four other ſhips ſeeing our ſhip alſo 
fo. much hurt in her rigging, it being 
almoſt torn to pieces, renewed their 
attack with- greater fury: fo that we 
were obliged to return to buſineſs ; 
whilſt the poor floaters in the ſea 
were otherwiſe unaſſiſted, except on- 
ly by the boat of the La Vidloire; 
which was immediately hoiſted out 
to them, and took up about twenty 
fix of the people, ſaved on the looſe 
| yards and other pieces. of the wreck. 
This new attack laſted very hot on 
both ſides, for near half an hour, the 
one making the onſet, as the laſt 

155 N effort 
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effort for their liberty ; and we know- 
ing, if we ſtood the ſhock, our victory 
would be acknowledged compleat. 
At laſt one of the ſhips, being totally 

diſabied, ſtruck; and then the reſt 
followed, as faſt as they could, one 
after another; all in ſhattered. plight !. 
each of them having behaved with. 
great courage and equal reſolu- 
tion. 

By this time the Sheerneſs came 
up, and ſeeing the work over, judici- 
ouſly went in purſuit of the other two- 
ſhips, who firſt made fail at the be- 
ginning of the engagement. One of 
which ſhe took, and * back; 
the other gat off. ' > 30 ; 

The fhips which ſtruck to us, 15 
ſides the one taken by the Sheerneſs, 
were, as we at firſt ſuppoſed, all home- 
ward-bound Martinico- men, each 

| G 6 having, 


* 
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having a letter of marque, and being 
a vai of force. VIZ. 
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1 Doke Wo Captain L Eſtourier 18 65 
Mt | La Victoire Captain Brulle 10 38 
ll Le Bell Louis Captain Fromentin 14 43 

: St. Andrees Captain Gautier 18 54 
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L' Abraham Captain Berthome 14 46 
La Jeune Marie Commodore, funk 24 84 


The enemy had one hundred and 
thirteen men killed and loſt; fifty 
eight of whom were on board the 
Commodore, and fifty five among the - 
other ſhips. On our ſide was but one 
man killed, and ſeven wounded; ap- 
parently owing to the new conſtruc- 
tion of our quarters, as ſpoke of be- 
fore. However, we and the whole 
fleet were ſo diſabled; that we were 
obliged to lie to, for forty eight hours, 
before we could make any ſail upon 


Our 
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our ſhip or * * a. enemy. "NE 
now we had but few-or. none ſick 
men, they having been rouſed in the 
courſe of the action into health; 


which proves, what Ihave before occa- 
ſionally obſerved, the great power ha | 


ſpirits have in cures of the body. 
Among the people who, were ſaved: 
from the wreck was the Commodore 
himſelf, and which was very remark- 
able, an old lady, a perſon of ſome di- 


ſtinction, and who was a paſſenger from 


Martinico, floating at ſome diſtance 
on a bag of cotton; which had been 
put up in the nettings, and is ſup- 
poſed to have got looſe. When the 
captains and other French officers 


were coming on board our ſhjp,. it 
was told Mr. Walker, that the Com- 


woda had been taken up Som: the 


joy; = when he came on — 
| . Mr 0 
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Mr. Walker took him by the hand; 
and, without waiting for further cere- 
mony, led him into his cabin. Here 
was a ſcene opened which requir- 
ed the exerciſe of his own natu- 
|| ral humanity, and the imitation alſo 
| of the politeneſs he himſelf had met 
nj with from the French, when in the 
like fituation. Such is the great 
change of things! the priſoner of 
yeſterday may be maſter of to-day. 
And ſuch in general is the happy con- 
ſequences of generous actions, that 
tho' the firſt giver may not always 
ſee their effect, yet if we trace them 
forward, we ſhall ſeldom find they 
die, but return their produce to ſome: 
other hand. The old lady was now 
brought into the cabin, in great diſ- 
habille of dreſs. She at once threw- 
herſelf at Mr. Walker's feet, and 
wept there in great agonies ; fearing 
. ſhe 
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ſhe was to be treated as cruelly on 
board the Engliſh ſhip, as ſhe had 
been by them in her own: till raiſed 
by him, and affured of her preſent 
ſafety, of which ſhe ſeemed to be 
more convinced by his countenance 


and addreſs to her; than by his words; 


ne cries out,, ** And, O good heavens ! 


Is this bloody conqueror a man of 
humanity ?” In mentioning fo parti- 
cularly the gentleneſs of the French 
to us, when in their power, I ima- 
gined it might be ſo far uſeful and 
agreeable, as it informed the readers 
of the manners and policy of another 
country, in a fituation of ſuperiority, 
to thoſe below them: but I have ſe- 
veral reaſons to paſs over in ſilence 


many paſſages of politeneſs and gene- 


roſity, between Mr. Walker and his 


priſoners: firſt, as my relating them 


will be little inſtruction to Mes coun- 
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them for full twenty hours ſolely in 


giving them his ſteward as a ſervant 
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try- men, who do not ſuſpect any 
want of humanity among themſelves. 
Secondly, as I do not apprehend my 
work will be tranſlated into any of the 
neighbouring languages, it will be no 
information to ſtrangers. And laſtly, 
I know Mr. Walker is prepared to 
quarrel with me, whenever I ſay a 
word, that ſeems to throw any com- 
pliment on himſelf. 1 will fay only, 
that Mr. Walker having given the 
Commodore a new ſuit of his cloaths, 
with other neceſlary equipments, and 
the old lady a filk-night gown, ſome 
fine linen waiſtcoats, cambric night- 
caps, &c. in which ſhe appeared a 
kind of Hermaphrodite in dreſs, left 


poſſeſſion of his cabin and ſtate-room, 


to produce every thing under his care, 
needed for their accommodation; he 
himſelf 
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himſelf was the whole time buſied in 
refitting our rigging and thoſe of the 
other ſhips, ſecuring the priſoners, as 
alſo in taking careof our wounded men, 
in which office he always ſuperintend- 
ed, three of whom afterwards died, 
and in providing for the ſick and 
wounded of the enemy. Upon his 
return, Mr: Walker found his priſon- 
ers ſeemingly happy and in ſpirits; 
nor did he appear there to have more 
command than the reſt, unleſs in tak- 
ing on him a greater direction, to have 
all things prepared for the whole 
company in the beſt manner, having 
always all the captains and ſuper- 
cargoes at dinner at his table. Thus 
in a few hours no people could be to 
all intents in appearance more in 
good humour than the preſent com- 
pany, even to a degree of mirth. Mr. 
Walker had two French horns and 
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other muſick on board, which he was 


very fond of, but ordered them not to 
play; as he apprehended any ſhew of 
mirth in him might look like an in- 
attention to their misfortunes. But 
the old gentle woman, who took great 
pleaſure in going about the ſhip, and 
eommending among other things par- 
ticularly the neatneſs of our men and 
ſhip, in compariſion to thoſe of the 
French, ſeeing them hang up -in the 
ſteerage, infiſted on their accompany- 
ing the dinner, as uſual; and even 
joined the flutes with her voice in 
finging. In which art, we may ſay, 
ſhe was a great miſtreſs by nature. 
I have often conſidered the etymo- 
logy of the French word for unhappi- 
neſs: they call it, malbeur, or the evil 
hour; which denotes their conſider- 
ation of it in a light of philoſophy ; 
and is an over-conforming to the 
Chri- 
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Chriſtian-doctrine, as they herein im- 
ply; © that ſufficient unto the hour 
is the evil thereof.” I have heard it 


ſaid, that this their eaſe under miſ- 


fortunes is in them a reſpect only for 
the company preſent.” If fo.—lIt 
ſpeaks yet greater to their politeneſs, 
than any thing has been ſaid for it, or 


any other inſtance can be given. And 


as I did not mean, to carry this com- 
pliment of their tempers to an inſen- 
fibility of mind; if the reader will 


lend attention, we will give, from 
the words of the old lady, her 


ſtory; which ſhe in a few days ac- 


quaintance told, with very feeling 
ſtrokes of grief, in the utterance. 


The 
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love, that brought me to the cha- 


elf, being each of the younger 


our friends on both ſides by our mar- 
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The Story of Madam 
Will not entertain you, Sir, with 
A. the relation of my birth, family, 
or the many circumſtances of my 


racter of a wife. Let it ſuffice, I vir- 
tuouſly loved the beſt and moſt gene- 
rous of men: but my huſband and 


branches of noble families, diſobliged 


rying. He had been bred up early 5 
in the army; and, having there gain- 
ed ſome rank, was ſoon obliged to 
leave me, to obey the call of honour 
to his country; flattering himſelf, that : 
by his ſucceſs there, he ſhould better 
his fortune for our happier days: as 
we always affix happineſs to the ac- 
quiſition 


6 
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quiſition of wealth. But, in the fa- 


mous battle with your countrymen of 


Blenheim, having received an hurt, 
he was taken priſoner, and died among 
your people of his wounds. He left 
me with child; yet, thro' the exceſs of 
my affection to him, I deprived my- 
ſelf of the happineſs of having any 
living remembrance of him brought 
to perfection; for I miſcarried of a fon 
at the end of eight months, thro' a 
fatigue of travelling to him, and the 


diſtreſs of my mind, in hearing of 


the great danger he then was in; 
fearing leſt he had not a juſt care 
taken of him among his enemies. He 
did not die thro any want in that re- 
ſpect: for I reached him ſome weeks 
before his death; when he gave me 
aſſurance of the great generoſity of the 
Engliſh in the care of their priſoners. 
He died within my arms; and in re- 

; ſpect 
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ſpe& to my preſence, and his own di- 
ſtinction, the Engliſh buried him with 


the honours of a ſoldier. 


Thus, in about nine months after 
our marriage, I was left a widow ; and 
tho' my fortune was not ſufficient to 
intitle me to any great choice of huſ- 
bands; yet I often further diſobliged 
my own relations, in not ſubmitting 
myſelf a ſecond time to be diſpoſed of, 


according to their judgment of hap- 


pineſs ; and I continue his widow to 
this day. Some months after my 
return home, a decent and genteel 


woman came to my houſe, deſiring to 
ſpeak to me; who, when admitted, 


introduced in her hand, to my great 
agony and ſurpriſe, an infant appari- 
tion of my deceaſed huſband. The 
poor woman had no deſign in it; but 
came only to inquire about the certain- 
ty of his death. At laſt, by my taking 

ſuch 
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ſuch notice of the child, ſhe confeſſed 
to me, to have had formerly an amour 
with my huſband : which was ſatiſ⸗ 
factorily proved to me to have been 
previous even to his firſt proteſtations 
of love to me, by the advanced age 
of the dear little one, who was about 
five years old. Upon hearing all the 
circumftances of the woman's ſtory ; 
and finding her to be juſt intitled to 
the appellation of gentlewoman ; and, 


as I am no very faſhionable condem- 


ner of my own ſex, believing her to 
have been virtuous and affectionate to 
him ; I could not help ſympathizing 
in the loſs of the object of both our 
affections. In ſhort, I immediately 
laid hold of the boy as my own, and 
have often ſmiled at myſelf in the re- 
membrance, abſolutely imagining I 
had a fight in him, and ſuch a 
one, as I dare ſay, I then would have 
| I diſputed 
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diſputed with half my fortune. But 
T'f6und the conditions of having him 
were eaſy, if I provided alſo for the 
mother: which 1 did, by immediately 
taking them both into my family. 
The child ſoon learned to look upon 
me as its better mother; and the real 
one, from my kindneſs to him, ſoon 
began to believe that my claim to him 
was greater than her own: and ſhe to 
her death lived with me, as an agree- 
able companion, and may aſliſtant 
in all my family affairs. 
Tis certain, heaven bd Wen us 
happineſs even in our cates and buſi- 
neis: which by a juſt ſearch of it in 
them we are ſure of finding out. It 
was ſo in my care of this infant: for 
as he grew, I found a pleaſing ſenſa- 
tion, in the duty, I thought I therein 


diſcharged, to the remembrance of 
"mn deceaſed huſband. "But I ſhould 
'6 


33445 
+ 15 


appear 
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appear to indulge too much the na- 
ture of a mother; if I went on to tell 
you, how happily that care was re- 
paid in the promiſing genius my boy 
ſoon diſcovered, and all the accom- 
pliſhments he with caſe to himſelf 
gained in his education; for I made 
no ſecret of him to the world: but in- 
troduced him to all my friends and 
relations, as my adopted ſon, and as 
ſuch I had him reſpected; not but 4 
was ſenſible I often ſtood the cenſure 
of my relations, and even the ridicule 
of my acquaintance behind my back, 
for my conduct. However, as the 
diſreputation of his birth was a cir- 
cumſtance that could not be wiped 
eafily from him, and as 1 very early 
took care to croſs every inclination in 
him to the army, for I was determin- 

ed not to rifque'my love a'fecond 
time therein, I reſolved to bring him 
Vo“. I. H up 
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up to a negotiator (or merchant); and 
having conſiderably increaſed my 
little fortune in the Miſſiſſippi, juſt be- 
fore he was out of his time, his ma- 
ſter offered him a partnerſhip in his 
buſineſs, provided I would depoſit a 
proper advance with him; and he go 
ſettle in the Welt-Indies, to take on 
him the management of their affairs 
in that part of the world. As I was 
almoſt weary of my own country, 
and it was an offer too advantageous 
For him to be refuſed by me, every 
matter was tranſacted for his advan- 
tage; and he ſet out his own maſter, 


poſſeſſed at once of a good fortune 


and a large buſineſs, with his two 
mothers for the Weſt- Indies. We 
were not long arrived in that country 
before be received letters from bis 
partner, beſeeching his return to 
marry his only daughter, who, having 

4 been 
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been in love with him, and taken 40 
ill on his departure, was obliged to 
make: this diſcovery to her parents 
for the ſafety of her life. I found the 
letter was a very agreeable ſurpriſe to 
him; and as I was the mother whoſe 
conſent he thought himſelf the moſt 
bound to aſk, he quickly obtained my 
leave for his going back; the young 
lady being well known to, and ap- 
proved of by me, during my intimacy 
in the family. In leſs than five 
months, he returned to us with his 
wife, and a large addition to his for- 
tune; and ever ſince has increaſed in 
reputation and wealth, to the great 
eſteem of the whole place, and my 
no little pride in his proſperity. The 
good- mother is ſince dead. I fincere- 
ly loved her; and often, in conſidet- 
ing my regard for her, have thought 
that the paſſions which we imagine 

1 H 2 natives 
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natives of our conſtitution, are fre- 


quently learned from cuſtom: thus 


in our chriſtian education, women 
Hate each other for loving the ſame 


man; whereas in the Mahometan 


they look on each other as thereby 
united in relationſhip; and, as having 
'the ſame parent, commence mann! in 


mn regard. 
My ſon's family ſoon increaſed ins 


aids of beautiful children; among 
which I took a particular love to one, 


a girl whoſe beauty and endowments 
of mind made me ſee her with plea- 
{ſure the object of univerſal eſteem. 
Here ſhe broke of. O!] my dear 
"Alia, ſays ſhe, in an heroic agony, as 


the gods owed one Venus to the ſea, 
-{ for ſo this lively matron expreſſed 


Hetrſelf,) Know. my poor mortal has 


paick that preſent back.” Aſter a full 
diſcharge of teats, which again eaſed 


her N 
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her breaſt, ſhe went on. © My ſon's 
partner dying a few years. ago, and 


his whole fortune, which is very con- 
ſiderable coming to my ſon, in right 


of his wife, he was obliged to haſten 
to Europe: which he did juſt before 


the beginning of the war, leaving his 


wife and us behind him, till a fitter 
opportunity of our following him, or 


his returning to us. As his wife and 


myſelf grew impatient at his abſence, 


and women's.tempers not always well 
agreeing in the ſame houſe, Lreſolved 
to ſeti out ſitſt for Europe, both as I 


wiſhed to end my days in my o 


country; and, as her parents had in- 
tirely made over to me this young 
beauty, Who was now. near ſeven- 
teen, L wiſhed to educate her in 
France, and there to have matched 
her to ſome perſon of diſtinction; for 


I intended to have given her my 
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from every petty ſtrife up to War. 


indignation to the French commodore, 


enemy you ſaw ſo much your ſuperior.” 
The gentleman only ſmiled, ſhe wing 


Mr. Walker made anſwer, © Madam, 


C = 
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whole fortune, which under my ſon's 
management is now very largely in- 
creaſed. But, alas! how vain are our 
deſigus of futurity on earth! how un- 
certain are ſerene days! and what a 
mixture of misfortunes is daſhed into 
the cup of happineſs even at our lips! 
O, Sir, this dear creature lies buried 
now below us, by the curſed rage of 
man; that devil of quarrel | which 
ſtalks between them on this earth, 


Aud as for you, Sir, turning with great 
you ought, and perhaps may anſwer 


* Our ra ſh perſevering to engage with an 


at the ſame time a conſciouſneſs of 
his having done his duty, and expref- 
ſing a tender pity for his accuſer. But 


ety * | : that 
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that very conduct you accuſe is what 
muſt intitle him to the love of every 
brave man, and to the notice of his 
country. Tis that bravery, which 
obliges me to uſe him, you, and all, 
for his fake, with the reſpect ſuch an 
enemy demands.“ This Sir, replies 
the very fenfible and good lady, is 
only a man talking of the excellencies 
of his own trade: but when you hear 
me out, you will be, perhaps, leſs in 
love with the beauties of your profeſ- 
ſion. The morning we firſt ſaw yoo, 
a gladneſs ſeemed to reign in the 
whole ſhip, like that of ſavages at an 


like phraſe, ſaying, that you would 
not be a breakfaſt for them. But 
when I faw you paſs the other ſhips, 


I ſaid to the commodore as I ſtood by 


him, for we expected to have ſeen 
the engagement begin with them, 
| H 4 that 
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that you meant to be at him only. 
And when. you came, like the break- 


ing of a cloud with a ſhock of light- 


ning | and. thunder together, L hafted 
where I and my poor child were con- 


ducted to the place of ſafety. This 


was a more melancholly ſituation 
than the other was terrible. Hither 
they brought the poor bleeding ſailors, 
one after another, without legs, with- 
gut arms, roaring with their pains, 
and laid in heaps to be butcheredanew 
by the ſurgeon, in his haſte anddiſpateh 
of cure or death. Here ſeveral of 
the. objects died: at our feet. Thus 


ſurrounded i by the ghaſtly proſpect, all 
- at once, death himſelf came breaking 
in upon us, thro the fide of the ſhip; 


cut down the ſurgeon and one of his 
mates, and ſhattered the whole medi- 
cine cheſt in pieces. Here was a 


total nn of allelic to the poor 
wounded 
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wounded wretches : death, coming, 
as it were, to reinforce his own-or= 


ders, and ſtop every means or effort to 


prevent him. You may judge we 


ſoon left this place of grief and terror, 


as it grew alſo a place of danger. 
When we came out on the decks, 
there we ſtrode over heaps of dead- 


bodies, or ſlipped in the ſtreams of 


blood, our hearts dying within us atthe 
proſpect of this hideous ſcene of man- 


— 


gled limbs, ſcattered brains, and every 


external ſign of horror. Thus we 


wandered from plaee to place, calling: 


on our ſaints, and paſſed unhurt thro*- 


all the aſſaults of death; in which we 


ſaw numbers fall on every ſide of us. 


At laſt, we heard an: uproar, fil 
more dreadful, and diſmal ery tranſ- 
mitted along'the-ſhip;; © She'll fink 


ſtrike, ſtrike?” This confuſion: never 


e ſo that the your guns 1 ſup- 
8 Is poſe 
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poſe were . filent, we never miſſed 
their ſound ; for now our inward war 
grew more and more diſtracting, and 
a worſe terror poſſeſſed the face of 
every man we met. We were ſoon 
informed, we muſt in our turn pre- 
. pare for inſtant death. Here my dear 
Maria indulged me with her laſt em- 
; brace; and claſped in each other's _ 
we reached the higher deck. I re- 


member her aſking for the boat, and 
a ſailor anſwering, « If we would 


: ſaye ourſelves it muſt be by wings. 
And ſo ſhe did; for ſhe has winged 


ner flight to beaven. I know nothing 
after this, nor how we were ſeparated; 
nor, when the ſhip ſunk, how I graſp- 


ed at my deliverance: but my dear 
Maria, I never ſaw more. And tho 
we float, et thats rig 6 

orke ae Wrap bn | Aung. I ſearched. 


round 


round for my lovely fair one: but faw 
her not. Vet as I ſaw many float 
with myſelf on pieces of the wreck, 

and taken up, I hoped, for hope ſtill 
attends us even on a wreck in the 
open ſea, that my dear Maria was 
among the number; but, alas! ſhe is 
not.” Here her tears and filence in- 
fected the whole company. At laſt 
Mr. Walker, taking on him to men- 
tion the ſignal acts of providence in 
her ſafety; which, if it had pleaſed, 
could have equally preſerved both as 
one, ſhe with great eaſe, which we 
may calb great good ſenſe, was ſoon 
cheered, and renewed her ſpeech on- 
ly to make this genteel concluſion, 


That, as her ſtory had found ſo 


many friends in the company, and 
been ſo affecting to them, ſhe would 


in her turn endeavour to promote — 


mirth the happineſs of the company, 
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Mentions for the pain ſhe had 
given it. 

Tho we — ſhift to repair in 
ſore. meaſyre the damage we had ſuc- 
tained, we were ſtill in a-ſhattered 
condition; as was the whole fleet, ex- 
cept the La Victoire. Having a great 
charge of priſoners, and being more- 
over weakened by manning the other 
ſhips, Mr. Walker ſteered for the firſt 
port in England; and May Zoth, ar- 
rived fate with all the Pines, in King $ 
Road. Briſtol. 
-» - The ſecond. gay an his arrival, 

rail received a congratulatory. letter 
from the-lords of the admiralty, by 
their ſecretary Mr. Corbet (for he al- 
ways correſponded with their lord- 
ſhips, as all private ſhips. of war are 

directed to do) deſiring, That if he 
met with any papers in thoſe prizes, 
0": wow give light into the pro- 
| ceedings 


— 
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ceedings or deſigns of the French at 
Martinico, he would immediately 
ſend the ſame to them by expreſs; 
which was ſtrictly obeyed there hav- 
great eonſequence. By which papers 
alſo Mr. Walker, having been ap- 
priſed, that another large fleet was 
ſoon to ſail from Martinico and St. 
Domingo, he made all poſſible haſte 
to repair; ſo that he was intirely em- 
ployed both in perſon and thoughts 


on refitting for a ſecond expedition. 


However fortune, like other ladies of 
character, does not yield to us in 
every thing, although ſhe may for a 
lucky moment ſmile upon us. 
A ſufficient number of hands be- 


ing kept for _ purpoſe, the reſt of 


the men, raiſed; | by their ſuceeſs and 
great fortune, bo an height of natural 


Eo 


could 
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_ could give, ſwarmed over the city in 
revellings of joy and pleaſure. Tho 
many things were committed out of 
vice, no diſagreeable accident happen- 
ed to them, or by them to others. 
The leiſure-time Mr. Walker could 

get from the buſineſs of his ſhip, was 
given in compliment to the old gen- 
tle woman, the French commodore, 
and others. And herein he was fo. 
apt a ſcholar, that we may ſay he 
Out- did, in his country, the French 
:peneroſity he had met with in theirs. 
Ia the firſt place, not the leaſt article 
of money, utenſils, or cloaths, was 
taken from any of the officers or men. 
The French eommodore indeed was 
naked and what was worſe, ſo was 
the lady. But Mr. Walker ſupplied 
dim with money, ſuits of cloaths, and 
all other correſponding neceſſaries, at 
' 51% 188 | his 
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his landing; he alſo obtained for him 
his liberty, and that of all the officers 
and ſupercargoes of the fleet. As for 
the facetious old lady, ſhe exerciſed 
her taſte, at the ſame expence, in mo- 
delling the great docility of the Briſtol 
milliners, and mantua-makers, in the 
polite cuts and misſhapesof the French 
faſhions, - in which ſhe- apprehended. 
ſhe had done great ſervices to the 
country. And as ſhe was defirous of 
going much abroad Mr. Walker hired 
her a coach to attend on her, the 
whole time during her ſtay, as her 
own. Being obliged to go to London, 
he requeſted the favour of uſing her 
coach, as far as Bath; and to have 
the honour of ſtaying a week with 
her there, that he might ſhew the 
place to her, the commodore, and 
another of the captains. The reſt of 
fg: French gentlemen! had leave after- 
. wards 
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wards: of going by themſelves. The 
morning Mr. Walker and his com- 
pany ſet out, they were moſt divert- 
ingly and unexpectedly overtaken on 
the toad by a new kind of cavalcade 
of the honeſt tars, who, having heard 
that their captain was going to Bath 
with the French lady, were deter- 
mined every one to ſhew it to their 
ladies alſo, as every one, who bad not 
a lady of his own, had bought or 
borrowed one for the time; and think - 
ing it a compliment to him to ſet out 
on the ſame day, they were reſolved: 
to make the genteeler figure on the 
occaſion... The generous. hearted: 
jacks, knowing that ribbands are a 
great part of the ſtate ſhew-of a lord- 
mayor's; day, in graceful knats and: 
roſes on the. manes and tails of the 
horſes, were led by the like deſire of 
* purchaſe; for the ex 
2 pence 
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pence was the leſt, article conſidereda 
of all the variety of colours, tied up in 
ſtreamers, that might have paſſed for | 
the ſtrings. of fo many rainbows, or in 
knotted roſes to adorn. their triumph. 
Theſe when brought home maſt of 
their ladies fell in love with: ſo that 
the number was increaſed, and equal- 
ly diſpoſed of on the necks and 
rumps of the horſes, and in the hats, 
and on the breaſts of the ladies. Be- 
ſides theſe, all the men had ſimilar 
cockades for themſelves. Never ſure 
were herſes, whores,. and-ribbands fa: 
dean in. one day at Briſtol.! They who 
got coaches, were no doubt in their 
own thoughts ſet out the moſt gen 
teel. Whereas they were moſt the 
caricaturas of gentility : whilſt thoſe- 
who flaunted in open chaiſes exhibit- 


ed a more looſe and eaſy picture, tho” - - 


they run the greateſt. riſque of breaks. '- 
; | ing | 
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ingtheir necks. The waggons andtheir 
horſes, adorned with boughs, ribbands, 
and bells; trotted on in the gayeſt dreſs of 
all, and ſeemed moſt happy in them- 
ſelves. Some few appeared, like 
ſtraggling attendants of the proceſſion, 
on horſe- back; and he who would 


not be thought without a miſtreſs, 
took her behind him. But they who 
1 could get neither coach, chaiſe, nor 


waggon, going in ſearch of ſome- 
thing with wheels, and finding ſome 


bre wers trundles, (which thro' policy 


or good nature were not refuſed them, 


as otherwiſe they would perhaps have 
been piratically borrowed for the oc- 


_ cafion) fawed a butt or large hog(- 


head into two; and nailing it down 
to the trundle, with a board acroſs 
for a ſeat, ſet out as much in pomp, 
as their fellows, and more in cha- 
racter of a ttiumphal car; obliged to 
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the ready invention and contrivance 
peculiar to their ſpecies for this their 
happy equipment. Beſides having 
an equal ornament of parti-colour- 
ed ſtreamers properly diſpoſed, theſe 
machines, of which there were at leſt 
twenty, were decorated with an ad- 
ditional fancy of an enſign or jack, ſet. 
up on the head of the foremoſt horſe, 
a pennant on a pole erected on the 
foremoſt part of the trundle, and co- 
lours, hung out by the like contri- 
vance on a floping one, at the-ftern 3 
which made them of an amphibious 
kind, or a mixture of land and water 
carriage. I hope my reader will not 
imagine, I exaggerate or add any cir- 
cumſtances by way of making out a 
tale; upon my word I do not. The 
many living witneſſes to all theſe par- 
ticulars could eaſily diſprove any falſe 
fact which 3 appear in the per- 
formance ; 
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formance; but the number of inei- 
dents and cataſtrophes are ſo nume- 
rous and intereſting, - thro” the whole, 
that the ſtory tells itſelf; and runs on, 
| ke: a tongue with an eaſy talent of 
peaking, without waiting for much 
aſſiſtance from invention or judg- 
ment. This new invention bore 
much the greateſt applauſe, and made 
the moſt eorreſponding and gay figure 
af the whole triumph. In this pomp 
aud order, tho with a little more 
ſwiftneſs than is uſually agreed to, in 
the like proceſſions of a lord - mayor, 
or lord- keeper on the: firſt days of 
term, the ſeveral retinues ran by Mr. 
Walker's company, to the great plea- 
ſure and. delight particularly of the old 
lady, who was very ſedulous in re- 
turning the compliments of ſalutation, 
as they huzzaed and paſſed. No 
wonder, ſays ſhe to Mr. Walker, your 


country 
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country with this ſpirited liberty beats 
the world at ſea.” The French com- 
mander was leſs ſatisfied at the re- 
mark, taking this cavalcade as a kind 
of triumph before him, and refuſed * 
going into the town with them: but 
was aſſured by Mr. Walker of his 
own ignorance of the whole affair; 
and that the moment the men got to 
the town, they would of themſelves 
inſtantly diſperſe, and he never ſee 
one of them; that it was only a 
uVvbim put into execution in their droll 
manner of doing things, which al- 
ways afforded mirth even tothemſelves 
at their auk wardneſs in imitating any 
cuſtoms upon land: in which, as in 
their laſt ſort of equipages, they could 
not help mixing their on ſea man- 
ners even in their common expreſ- 
ſions; being a people of a diſtinct na- 

| ture 
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ture in themſelves, for the moſt part 
diveſted of common knowledge of 
things on ſhore. If then, that be 
the caſe, ſays he, and ſo long as it is 
the caſe, you will always be maſters 
in men at ſea. Now our ſailors are 
at ſea juſt what yours are at land: be- 
ings not properly acting in their own 
element; and therefore aukward in 
their manners, as endeavouring, on 
the contrary of yours, to make thoſe 
of the land ſubmit to the uſes of the 
ſea. In which we run a danger, 
-where you, on the other band, are di- 
n es 
Their ſtay at EY nk the 
F rench lady and officers expreſſed 
great pleaſure and ſatisfaction, could 
not be long; Mr. Walker's compli- 
ments going farther than any enter- 
tainment this gay place could give, 
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he having thro' his intereſt gained all 
their names to be put in a cartel, in 
leſs than two months from their. firſt 
arrival. Their turn was now to go, 
and he- himſelf was obliged to take 
leave of them at Bath, as his buſineſs 
hurried him to London. But not acir- 
cumſtance was forgot, which might 
attend as a convenience on their ſtay, 
even to their departure, and after; as 
to proviſions, wine, &c. being ſent 
them on board. The commodore, 
all the officers of the fleet, ſupercar- 
goes, and paſſengers went, all by the 
ſame intereſt, together. Mr. Walker 
gave the commodore two letters, one 
for the merchant at Morlaix, and the 
other for the governor at Breſt, re- 
commending to them the bravery of 
the gentleman, Who was the bearer; 
and he had the pleaſure ſoon after to 
ſee 
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ſee his name ſet to a command in the 
king's ſervice. Both he and the lady 
expreſſed an additioned diſtreſs in 
their common loſs, being deprived of 
che means of making Mr. Walker a 
return for his civilities: ſhe indeed 
offered him à draught on her ſon in 
France, which he refuſed < but ſhe 
wrote to him from Briſtol, full of ac- 
Eknowledgments and promiſes of gra- 
titude to a generoſity ſhe wiſhed ſhe 
had never kis8wn, Which without 
doubt; had ſhe lived, would have corre- 
ſponded with her other proofs of ſenſe 
and ſpirit. But Mr. Walker has 
been ſome little time ago informed 
that, immediately after ſhe had ſeen 
her adopted ſon, ſhe was taken ill, 
without havir ing had time before her 
death to make her will in his favour, 


Het” then preſent one being made to 
her 
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her beloved Maria; and that her re- 
lations have ſued him to an account; 
which he is well able to pay, having, 

thro the uſe of her fortune, amaſſed 


two very reſpectable eſtates in Europe 
and the Weſt- Indies. 
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The ſecond cruife of the Boſcawen 
private ſhip of war. Her taking 

a French ſnow; the mutiny of the 
men on taking a Dutch veſſel ; her 
putting in to Madeira, and ſtay 
there. 


AF TER the departure of our 
French company from Bath, 

Mr. Walker fell ill of a fever there. 
Mr. Holdſworth went to him and 
ſtaid with him till his recovery, ſo 
far as, to be able to be brought down 
by four men in a chair; his time for 
going to London being elapſed, and 
his preſence every hour needed at 
Briſtol. From thence, after a moſt 


expeditious n of new maſts, 
yards, 
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yards, and other materials, we ſet ſail 
July the 26th, 1745, with the ſame 
officers and crew; except our firſt 
lieutenant, Mr. Brooks, who was ſon 
to one of the lords of the regency at 
Hamburgh, an acquaintance of Mr. 
Walker's, and had been, the' firſt 
moment Mr. Walker took the.com- 
mand of a cruiſing ſhip, ſent under 
him by his father to ſea. This gentle- 


man, on the news of our ſucceſs in the 


laſt fignal engagement, and on Mr. - 


Walker's writing to his father in his 
favour, as he was a young man of the 
greateſt courage and merit, was cal- 


led home, and immediately promo- 


ted to the command of a ſixty gun 
ſhip againſt the Turks. 

I muſt run the riſque of ſome little 
cenſure in firſt ſettipg out with a ſu- 
 perſtitious ſtory, as ominous to the 
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- misfortune of this cruiſe, not that in 
myſelf I feel my own mind under the 
tyranny of ſuperſtition, however I 
may have a proper deference to the 
good authorities of others. But with- 
out ſuppoſing belief at all to interfere, 
the mentioning of it here is neceſſary, 
as it produced a new ſubject which 
requires to be diſtinctly treated. There 
had been a report made by the French 
officers, when this ſhip was firſt 
taken, that a gunner's wife had been 
murdered on board. Whether this 
ſtory was known to ſome of the men, 
and fo promulgated among the reſt, 
Mr. Walker could ſay, fo far from 

' mentioning it himſelf, he never once 
ſeemed to think of it. But one of the 
men, remarkable for his ſobriety and 
good character, one night alarmed the 
ip; 1 ng that he had ſeen a 
* 


12 
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ſtrange appearance of a woman, de- 
ſcribing her dreſs and figure, who 
informed him, among ſome ether 
particulars, that the ſhip would be 
loſt. Mr. Walker took all the pains 
imaginable to ſuppreſs ſuch a notion, 
ſeeing it too much prevailed on the 
ſpirits of his men; but the opinion 
had taken root, and he found it a 
more ſerious matter than he at fitſt 
imagined : fo ſtrong is any previous 
impreſſion received in the mind, plan- 
ting itſelf againſt all the efforts and . 
regular attacks of reaſon | He called 
the man into his cabin, who to the 
laſt perſiſted 'in his ſtory ; but with 
his uſual civility and ſenſe, -as he was 
perhaps a man of all the reſt the moſt 
remarkable for thoſe qualities, he pro- 
miſed not to repeat it. Had the man 
raiſed up a thouſand ſpectres, ac- 
quainting them with the falls of 
va KI: king- 
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kingdoms and of kings, it had been 
treated with unconcern ; but-the pre- 
diction of their own misfortune, ſo 
near at hand, made a deep impreſſion 
on the courage of the boldeſt. The 
fellow came again ſeriouſly and pri- 
vately to Mr. Walker, and declared, 
that he a ſecond time had converſed 
with her. And a third time, he cal- 


led out, in ſeeming agonies to ſome of 


his ſhip-mates, that he then ſaw 
and heard her.” Theſe were ene- 
mies for Mr. Walker to deal with, 


wich he had not yet found among 


the living; for now a total languor 


infected all the common men, and 


even ſome of the officers. And two 
more of the men, in their ſcared ima- 


-ginations were | ready to make oath, 
of their ſeeing her at different times, 


and gave accounts ſhocking in Cir- 
cumſtances. Mr, Walker could not 


Con- 


N% 


VOYAGE > wy 


conceive it to be any ſcheme or con- 
trived tale to draw off the affections 
of the men; or debilitate their cou- 
rage. Nor did puniſhment appear a 
proper means of ſuppreſſing the opi- 
nions of the mind; but ſtill there was 
a neceſſity for ſome cure. 

It may perhaps be till thought a 
matter of ſmall conſequence to men- 
tion: but they who are converſant 
with men under a command, know 
that a deſpondency often runs thro 
a whole ſet of them from a trifling 
cauſe, and is generally attended with 
conſequences very dangerous to a 
commander. Enthuſiaſm itſelf in- 
deed is a ſpectre of the brain; but, 
being more a fpirit of life, it raiſes 
and actuates men to bold and glorious 
actions ; for the greateſt deeds which 
emblazon hiſtory, from the firſt date 
of time to the preſent day, have been 
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atchieved by this ſpirit alone. If en- 
thuſiaſm, which is the higheſt region 
of ſuperſtition, will inſpire to ſuch 
acts of heroiſm, to what remiſſneſs 
of action will deſpondency, which is 
its loweſt abyſs, enervate and clog 
the mental powers! for theſe two 
degrees riſe and fall from the ſmalleſt 
turns or changes of things, Like 
other mechanic ſpirits in the tube, af- 
fected by every alteration of the air, 
the ſmalleſt accident may influence 
the greateſt deſigns, and carry them 
up to proſperity, fame, and ſun-ſhine ; 
or lower them to adverſity and nip- 
ping froſts, in which not a bud of 
glory can put forth or flouriſh, In 
What an uncertain region then does 
2 commander move, who acts in this 
ſphere of praiſe and popular approba- 
tion! Tis therefore wrong in thoſe, 
who judge of their actions at a di- | 
. ſtance, 
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ſtance, not to allow ſometimes the 
greateſt accidents of ſucceſs or miſ- 
fortune to be conſequences often of- 
the ſmalleſt cauſe. I ſpeak but as to 
the general ; for as Mr. Walker has 
never been under public cenſure as 
an officer, all I mean to advance is, 
that the foregoing relation, tho' it 
may appear a ſubje& fit only for a 
nurſery, (according to the diabolical 
cuſtom of frighting children to ſleep,) 
was a matter of more-moment at the 
time, and afterwards, than can be, 
without ſenſible conſideration, at firſt 
imagined, And I muſt alfo take care 
to excuſe myſelf as a writer ; hoping 
the reader will not think, becauſe I 
am beginning a tragical ſcene, that 
I endeavour to imitate the tragic au- 
thors, who write only to the paſſions, 
by introducing a ghoſt. 
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Mr. Walker therefore, in his then 
_ circumſtances, put this affair on ſuch 
a footing, as if fome others had con- 
trived this apparition to ſtrike the con- 
ceptions of all ſuch fools as would be- 
lieve it ; and he promiſed a reward to 
any who would diſcover the inven- 
tors of ſuch an ill-timed plot of di- 
verſion. Finding this begin to anſwer 
his expectation, he thought it the ſea- 
fon to apply the cure, and gave 
money to two of the moſt truſty and 
intelligent of the common men he 
could pitch upon, to take on them, 
by ſome well planned ſtory, to bring 
the reſt into an opinion, that they 
were the dreſt-up phantom ; and they 
-. accordingly underwent a very ſevere 
cenſare, in words only, for ſuch their 
imprudence. This had a better effect 
than any other means of argument; 

e and 
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and it found alſo a readier belief from 
a ſtory he to this purpoſe told us very 
a- propos, of having himſelf ſeen an 
apparition, which from the appearing 
probability in its circumſlances of be- 
ing real, and proving in the end a 
chest, ſhewed the general ne 
of ſuch pretences. 

As we had nothing material between 
the firſt day of our cruiſe, and the 
twenty ſecond of Auguſt, I ſhall, 
with the leave of ſome of my readers, 
fill up the ſpace with the relation of 
Mr. Walker's ſtory; efpecially as 
there may be a leſſon drawn from it. 
Thoſe who think it an intruſion on 
the ſubject may very readily paſs it 
over. ip 

In the midſt of June 1734, Mr. 
Walker lying at an anchor at Cadiz, 
in his ſhip the Elizabeth, a gentleman 
of Ireland, whoſe name was Burnet, 

1 Was 
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was then on board, going to take his 
paſſage over to Ireland. This gentle- | 
man was a particular acquaintance of 
Mr. Walker's, and he was extremely 
fond of him, being a man of great 
good ſenſe and very lively in conver- 
_ lation, The night before the affair 
which we ſpeak of happened, the 
ſubject turned upon apparitions of de- 
ceaſed friends, in which this gentle- 
man ſeemed much to believe, and told 
many ſtrange ſtories as authorities for 
them, beſides giving ſome metaphy- 
fical arguments, chiefly that the na- 
tural fear we had of them proved the 
ſoul's confeſſion of them. But Mr. 
Walker, who was intirely of another 
way of thinking, treating all his ar- 
guments with ridicule, Mr. Burnet, 
who was bred a phyſician, was cu- 
rious to try how far fancy might be 


Vrought on in an unbeliever, and re- 


ſolved | 
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ſolved to prove the power of this na- 
tural fear over the ſenſes : a ſtrange 
way, you will ſay, to convince the 
mind by attacking the imagination ; 
or, if it was curiofity to ſee the opera- 
tions of fear work on fancy, it was 
too nice an experiment to anatomize 
a friend's mind for information only, 
But perhaps the humour of the 
thought was the greateſt motive; for 
he was a man of a gay temper, and 
frolicſome. 2 
About noon, as they were ſtanding, 
with more of the ſhip's company, up- 
on deck, near the forecaſtle, looking 
at ſome of the governor's guard- boats, 
making faſt to a buoy of a ſhip in the 
bay, in order to watch the money, 
that it might not be carried out of the 
country, Mr. Burnet propoſed, as a 
plan for a wager, he being a remark- 
able good ſwimmer, to leap off the 


gunnel 
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gunnel of the ſhip, and dive all the 
way quite under water, from the ſhip 
to the boats at that diſtance, and fo 
riſe up juſt upon them, - to ſtartle the 
people at wateh in them. A wager 
being laid, he undreſt, jumped off, and 
dived intirely out of fight. Every body 
crouded forwards, keeping their eyes 
at the diſtance where he was expec- 
ted to come up; but he never riſing 
to their expectation, and the time 
running paſt their hopes of ever ſee- 
ing him more, it was juſtly conclud- 
ed he was drowned, and every body 
was in the greateft pain and concern; 
eſpecially thoſe, who by laying the 
wager, thought themſelves in ſome 
meaſure acceſſory to his death. But 
he, by ſkilful diving, having turned 
the other way behind the ſhip; and 
being alſo very active, got up by the 
| . in at the cabin- window, 
whilſt 
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whilſt every body was buſy and in 
confuſion, at the forward part of 
the ſhip ; then concealing himſelf the 
remaining part of the day in a cloſet 
in the ſtate-room, wrapped himſelf 
up in a linen night-gown of Mr. 
Walker's. Evening coming on, the 
whole ſhip's company being very me- 
lancholly at the accident, Mr. Wal- 
ker retired with a friend or two to his 
cabin, where, in their converſation, 
they often lamented the fad accident 
and loſs of their friend and dear com- 
panion, ſpeaking of every merit he 
had when living, which is the unen- 
vied praiſe generally given to our 
friends when they can receive no- 
thing elſe from us. The ſuppoſed 
dead man remained ſtill quiet, and 
heard more good things faid to his 
memory, than perhaps he would elſe 
have ever in his life-time heard ſpoken 

| | to 
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to his face. As ſoon as it was night, 
Mr. Walker's company left him; and 
he being low in ſpirits went to bed, 
where lying, ſtill penſive on the late 
loſs of his companion and friend, and 
the moon ſhining direct thro the 
windows, he perceived the folding 
doors of the cloſet to open; and, look- 
ing ſtedfaſt towards them, ſaw ſome- 
thing, which could not fail ſtartling 
him, as he imagined it a repreſenta- 
tion of an human figure; but recal- 
ling his better ſenſes, he was fond to 
perſwade himſelf, it was only the 
workings of his diſturbed fancy, and 
turned away his eyes. However, 
they ſoon again returned in ſearch of 
the object; and ſeeing it now plainly 
advance upon him, in a ſlow and con- 
ſtant ſtep, he recognized the image 
of his departed friend. He has not 
been aſhamed to own he felt terrors 


which 
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which ſhook him to the inmoſt ſoul. 
The mate, who lay in the ſteerage at 
the back of the cabin, divided only by 
a bulk-head, was not yet a-bed ; and 
hearing Mr. Walker challenge, with 

a loud and alarmed voice, What 
are you?” ran into him with a 
candle, and meeting Mr. Burnet i in 
the linen gown, down drops the mate 
without ſo much as an ejaculation. | 
Mr. Burnet, now beginning himſelf to 
be afraid, runs for a bottle of ſmelling 
ſpirits he knew lay in the window, 
and applied them to the noſe and 
temples of the ſwooning mate. Mr. 
Walker, ſeeing the ghoſt ſo very alert 
and good-natured, began to recover 
from his own apprehenſion, when 
Mr. Burnet cried out to him, Sir, 
I muſt aſk your pardon: I fear I haye 
carried the Jeſt too far; I ſwam round 
and came in at the cabin window; ; 

| I meant, 
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I meant, Sir, to prove to you the natu- 
ral awe the braveſt men muſt be un- 
der at ſuch appearances, and have, I 
hope, convinced you in yourſelf.” 
« Sir, ſays Mr. Walker, glad of be- 
ing awakned from a terrible dream, 
and belief of his friend's death, you 
have given me a living inſtance of 
them; there needs no better proof: 
but pray take care you do not bring 
death amongſt us in earneſt.” He 
then lent his aid in the recovery of 
the poor mate, who, as he retrieved 
his ſenſes, ill relapſed at the fight of 
Mr. Burnet : fo that Mr. Walker was 
obliged to make him intirely diſap- 
pear, and go call others to his aſſiſ- 
tance; which took up ſome conſider- 
able time in doing, every body, as Mr. 
Burnet advanced to them, being more 
or leſs ſurpriſed ; but they were called 
to by him, and told the manner of 
| the 
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the cheat, and then they were by de- 


* grees convinced of his reality; tho 


every one was before thoroughly ſatiſ- 
fied of his death. I being perſuaded 
that this ſtory carries a leſſon in it, 
which ſpeaks itſelf, ſhall conclude it 
by mentioning this circumſtance, that 
the poor mate never rightly recovered 
his ſenſes from that hour. Nature 
had received too great a ſhock, by 
which reaſon was flung from her ſeat, 
and could never regain it afterwards : 
a conſtant ſtupidity hung around him, 
and he could never be brought to 
look direct at Mr. Burnet afterwards, 
tho' he was as brave a man as ever 
went, in all his ſenſes, to face death 
by day-light. | 

This ſtory being circulated through 
the ſeveral degrees of men in the ſhip, 
Its circumſtances ſeconded the now 
ROI opinion in moſt of the peo- 


ple, 
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ple, that the other ſtory was alſo an 
invention contrived thro' a frolic, or 
for other purpoſes. But the preju- 
dice afterwards again fatally prevail- 
ed: however, it was Nye for the 
preſent. 

Auguſt the 220, we gave chace to 
a ſnow, the Catharina, laden with wine 
and flour. from Bayonne, bound to 
Martinico, which ſtruck to our firſt 
gun. She proved a very acceptable 
prize, as we may ſay we were here 
our own agents; for we were in want 
both of her wine and flour: taking 
out a ſufficiency of both to anſwer our 
occaſions, Mr. Walker afterwards ſent 
her into Madeira, where he intend- 
ed to follow. 

September the firſt, ſeeing a Gal we 
gave chace, and next day came up 
with her. She was the Fortune ſnow 
from Orantaver, ' bound for Ham- 

burgh, 


N 
burgh. And here a new cataſtrophe 
happened. This was a ſort of infant 
mutiny in the ſhip, not from any dif- . 
guſt to the command or ſervice, but 
thro' the covetouſneſs of the men, ſet- 
ting themſelves up as judges i in the 


condemnation of her as a prize. The 
caſe was, ſhe had a large ſum of mo- 


ney on board; and the maſter ſhew- 


ing ſome backwardneſs to produce 
his bills of lading, occaſioned a ſuſ- 
penſion at firſt of her being French 
property. Whereupon Mr. Walker 
had her thoroughly examined; and 
having to his full ſatisfaction found, 
that her cargo, which conſiſted of 
two hundred Pipes, and - thirteen 
half pipes of wine, and ninety-ſix 
bags of money, was for the pro- 
per account and riſque of Ractic and 
Zacharias Rigter merchants in Ham- 


burgh, he diſmiſſed her. This was a 
ſtep 


199 CommopoRe WALKER's | 
ſtep very ill reliſned by moſt in the 
ſhip ; and it was inſiſted upon in their 
private. conferences afterwards, that 
ſhe was alawful prize, and conſequent- 
ly they had a right to, and ought to 
have detained her. However this 
murmuring did not reach Mr. Wal- 
ker's ears, till it had gathered itſelf 
into a torrent of diſſatisfaction. Whilſt 
he was at ſupper, Mr. Kennedy, one 
of the lieutenants, came running in 
with an account, that the crew was 
in a mutiny. Mr. Walker, and his 
officers near him, immediatley arm- 
ing themſelves, ruſhed upon deck, 
where he found them aſſembled, not 
indeed in arms, but in a mutinous 
| manner, demanding a parley, in rela- 
tion to his having diſmiſſed the late 
capture. Mr. Walker inſiſted, That 
this was not the way to aſk one; that 
he was willing, even the meaneſt man 
| 0 | in 
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in the ſhip ſhould be ſatisfied of his 
conduct; but then he would take care 
himſelf to give that ſatisfaction; and 
would not be called to an account for 
it by them. He was, he ſaid, ſtill 
more ſorry, it ſhould be ever ſaid of 
him, that he was obliged to take 
up arms againſt his own people, in de- 
fence of that conduct which could 
be ſo eaſily ſupported by words only: 
that it would be a pain to him to re- 
flect on it, as long as he lived; and a 
blot on the character he ia he 
had gained: that, in the firſt place, 
he would not enter into particulars 
with them, whilſt aſſembled in a 
manner, ſo like a mutiny. | Neverthe- 
leſs, he was deſirous of explaining to 
them the nature of their right over 
Dutch veſſels, as it might be for their 
general information and eaſe, (for in 
all NO they would meet many 


of 
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of them in thoſe ſeas) but that it ſhould 


be at a time when he pleaſed to call 
them together; for as they now 


ſtood aſſembled, they ſtood in oppoſi- 
tion to him, and that every man who 
did not inſtantly ſeparate to his duty, 
when he gave the word, he would 


treat as aſſociates in a mutiny. Two 


of the men, viz. Charles Eaton and 
Michael Morgan, crying out, that 


then i it would be too late, as the chace 
would be out of ſight, Mr. Walker 


5 demanded the others to bring them 


in irons.to him, in token of their obe- 


dience, and ſent two of his officers 


to ſee it put in execution, This was 
obeyed. He then ordered them all to 
their duties till the morning, at which 
time he would come himſelf, and 


give them the ſatisfaction he pro- 


miſed. They accordingly diſperſed, 
and as ſtrict watch was kept the 


1 whole 
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whole night; nothing of diſturbance 
happened, except that two others en- 
deavouring to unlooſe their meſs- 
mates, were laid hold of, and being 
alſo put in irons, were all removed up 
to the quarter-deck. In the morning 
Mr. Walker bringing the treaty in his 
hand of 1674, relating to neutral 
ſhips, and the liberty allowed them 
to trade with our enemies, read it 
himſelf to them; and had ſeveral 
copies of the particular articles diſper- 
ſed amongſt them, which, by his di- 
rection, had been for this purpoſe tran- 
ſcribed over night: and, as many of 
the officers themſelves were of the 
ſame way of thinking with the men, 
he then explained to the whole, that | 
as ſhe had no contraband. goods on 
board, he had certainly no right, 
to detain her, by the treaty. And as 
to her having any French property on 
Vol. I. K board, 
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board, it is moſt certain, if that had 
been proved, they had a right to ſeize 
an enemy's effects in the hands of a 
friend: but that, even ſo, they had no 
right to detain the ſhip, without be- 
ing ſubject to all charges to the 
Dutchmen for demurrage, and other 
loſſes, which might accrue to other 
parts of the cargo; for tho we had a 
right to take it, ſhe had a right to 
carry it; as the treaty does not hinder 
her from carrying French property, 
if ſhe pleaſed, provided it was not 
-contraband ; elſe. why ſhould the 
treaty diſtinguiſh what ſhall be deem- 
ed contraband, and what otherways? 
that therefore it would be very im- 
politic in them to ſtop or detain any 
veſſels, even ſuppoſing part of the 
cargo to be French property, unleſs 
ſuch part were ſufficient to defray all 
the expences they might thereby bring 
= on 
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on their owners, as aforeſaid. That 


king's ſhips indeed, tho' as yet they 


had given few examples of the kind, 
right, at all events, attack and break 
ſuch ſecret trade of their enemies ; as 
the country might find an advantage 
in paying large damages to one na- 
tion for the ſake of diſtreſſing an- 
other: but they had their owner's ad- 
vantage to conſider, who had but 
private pockets; and that he thought 
it more honourable in them to return 
home without a prize, than to bring 
only ſuch mock ones as theſe; which, 
beſides the injury done to private pro- 


perty, might prove rather a loſs and 


expence to their owners, than profit 
or advantage; and which would be 
reaſonably deducted from any after- 
prizes they might fortunately make, 
as charges on the profits of the cruiſe. 
He ſaid, he knew there were ſome 

K 2 gentle- 
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gentlemen who looked upon the cir- 
cumitance of having any French 
property on board as fignificant, un- 
der the meaning of the treaty, to con- 
demn ſhip and cargo, at leaſt, the lat- 
ter, without any damages for deten- 
tion or otherways, being recovered on 
the part of the Dutch: that he allow- 
ed treaties to be inſtruments made uſe 
of, according to the circumſtances of 
the times and place; but that, for his 
part, he was reſolved to be goided in 
his conduct by the plain reaſon of 
things, and did not ſet up for giving 
occaſional meanings to matters of ſuch 
import. This argument had the wiſh- 
ed teſpect paid to it: it was ſenſibly 
underſtood by moſt of the better ſort, 
-whom the more ignorant followed 
in aſſent, as they, who only follow, 
are led with more eaſe, as in the herd 


and bird kinds, * a call or known 
| note 


ß 
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note among themſelves, than the moſt 
intelligent ſpeech of reaſon in an of- 
ficer or ſuperior. It had alſo the fur- 
ther deſired effect in our future ex- 
aminations of all ſuch ſhips; for from 
the journals I can collect many things 
of the like kind which came un- 
der our ſcrutiny and inſpection. In all 
which examinations the greateſt ex- 
actaeſs was obſerved, to avoid giving 
the leaſt umbrage or offence : ſo far 
as always ſending our own: boat for 
the maſter and commander; as it was 
an eaſier and readier office to us than 
them, and the laft queſtion was al- 
ways alked by Mr. Walker himſelf 
at departing, whether they had re- 
ceived any injury or damage from any 
of the men? This proceeding, Iknow, 
will be by ſome eſteemed judicious, 
by others triflingly cautious. . I mean 
: | K * a but 
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but to relate it, not to ſet it out for 
praiſe. 

The 28th, the iſland of Madeira 
bore S. 8. W. and there we went in 
to water. On our arrival we found 
the prize Catharina not diſpoſed of, 
ſo Mr. Walker purchaſed her for a 
tender on the Boſcawen, ſhe having 
been proved to be a fine failor, and 
gave the command to Mr: John Ken- 
nedy the ſecond lieutenant, calling her 
the George. Here we put on ſhore the 
French priſoners, and delivered the 
four mutineers to the conſul, to be 
put on board one of his majeſty's 
ſhips, which ſhould firſt come to the 
illand. And here again eleven of 
the men committed a diſturbance, by 
an affront done to the major part of 
a whole congregation at their ſervice 
of _ and indeed to the religion of 
ago 32; | 1 tothe 


* 


the place; for ſeeing the people, as 
they came out of the chapel, dip 
their hands in a fount of holy- water, 
and ſprinkle themſelves and faces 
with the liquid, one of them, pre- 
tending to dip in the fount, very ridi- 
culouſly let fall ſome ſoot into it, 
which he had got concealed in his 
hand. This, inſtead of making the 
abluents appear white as angels, 
darkened them as black as devils: one 
part of the congregation thought it a 
prodigy, and ſaid their prayers the 
faſter ; others laughed at their fel- 
lows, whilſt their ſelves were of as 
good a complexion for ridicule. But 
the men, ſtaying too long to enjoy the 
joke, were detected, apprehended, and 
impriſoned. This was a new per- 
plexity to Mr. Walker ; it appearing 
almoſt impoſſible for him to obtain 

their liberty, He applied to the con- 

es ſul, 
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ſul, who was deſtitute of all power of 
giving advice. He at length aſked 
the conſul to invite about a dozen of 
the principal prieſts and gentlemen of 
the place to an entertainment on 
board; and this was, on all ſides, com- 
plied with. The entertainment was 
as elegant as all the delicacies of the 
country, a fine band of muſick, which 
to them was the higheſt part of it, 
and all the variety of wines on board 
and out of the prize, could afford. At 
a proper time Mr. Walker took occa- 
ſion of mentioning the raſh and in- 
conſiderate act of his common ſailors, 
and repreſenting to them the loſs it 
would be to his majeſty's ſervice, to 
detain his men at this juncture : that 
the act was committed thro' an intire 
ignorance of the nature of the cere- 
mony; only as a merriment on the 
- croud, not as an affront to religion, 

or 
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or irreverance of- what they did not 
underſtand : and he promiſed them, 
that if they would immediately ſend 
him his men, he would, upon his ho- 
nour, make the chapel a preſent of a 
pair of filver branches, or wrought 
candleſticks, to the value of five hun- 
dred mill-reas or about 140 J. ſter- 
ling, out of the firſt prize his ſhip and 
men ſhould take. This offer was 
as politely, in recommendation, ſecond- 
ed by many of the company, and his 
men were ſent him that evening. Mr. 
Walker at the ſame time ſent back 
preſents of ſeveral ſorts of wine to 
many of the prieſts and gentlemen. 
A circumſtance, happened in the 
courſe of the entertainment, which 


gave him an opportunity, if he bad 
pleaſed, of recovering his "men by an 


. 
artifice on the weak underſtanding 
K 5 of 
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of the prieſts. then preſent. Having a 
large flint vial of ſpirit of vitriol in his 
cabin, he told the prieſts he wonder- 
ed the water, after gaining an holineſs 
from their hands, could be ſubject to 
receive a ſtain, or any contamination 
Whatever; that he had a bleſſed water 
on board which would not: and fo 
producing the vial, and pouring the 
ſeeming water into a baſon, he threw 
bits of dirt and ſoot, and pieces of 
Tags into it before them. The ſpirit 
immediately devoured them all, (tear- 
ing the parts ſo fine as not to be 
obſerved) to the great wonder of the 
prieſts, as a ſuppoſed miracle; ſo that 
they would have gladly accepted this 


|  blefled water in exchange of all the 
priſoners. But as he found the for- 
mer propoſal of a preſent had already 

| worked a miracle, (which it ſeldom 
on fails 
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fails of doing) and being above taking 
an advantage by impoſing on their 
| ignorance, he diſcovered the reality to 
them; the whole company ſmiling 
at the eaſy trade of impoſture. 
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The Boſcawen's departure from Ma- 
deira; her meeting the Duke of 
Bedford privateer, and ſeparation 
from her in a ſtorm; the accidents 

ſhe met with; the continuance of 
the ſtorm, and her intire loſs. 


CTOBE R the 5th, the Boſ- 

| cawen took her departure with 
the George tender from Madeira, and 
cruiſed off the weſtern iſles till No- 
vember the 12th, in which time they 
chaſed ſeveral ſhips, which proved to 
be either Dutch or Engliſh. In the 
night of the twenty-firſt, ſhe loſt the 
. .Commpany of the tender, which did not 
anſwer her lights. In the morning 
the Boſcawen ſhortened ſail, and went 
b under 
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under double reeft top-ſails till ſix 
o'clock, when, having gained no fight 
of the George, ſhe immediately made 
all the ſail ſhe could carry and gave 
the tender chace ; but during the 
whole day ſeeing nothing of that 
veſſel, ſhe made the beſt of her-way 
to get into her ſtation, where ſhe, in a 
conſtant courſe of ill luck, examined 
ſeveral ſhips; none of which happened 
any ways to belong to an enemy. 
November 2d, ſhe gave chace to 
a large ſhip, which, upon coming up 
with her, proved to be the Dake of 
Bedford privateer, belongingto Briſtol, 
which had been out nine weeks alſo 
without any ſucceſs, fave that of hav- 
ing eſcaped from an hundred ſail of 
French merchant ſhips in the bay, 
under convoy of ſeven men of war, 
hom ſhe fell in with. Thus we 
were convinced the Freneh had 
| changed 
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changed their manner of coming home, 
by keeping always in whole fleets and 
under convoy, never truſting any con- 
ſiderable cargoes in ſingle or ſtraggling 
ſhips. Mr. Walker and the captain 
of the Bedford then agreed to keep 
company. The ſecond day after 
our ſailing in conſort very hard gales 
of wind aroſe, and a great ſwell from 
the ſouth; the wind S. 8. W. which 
carried away the main-top-maſt. The 
enſuing days the ſwell ſtill continued, 
but the wind ſomewhat abated : but 
on the 12th, the wind again blew 
hard, the weather was cloudy, and 

there was much -rain, which laid us 
under our vallanced mizens. And here 
we may ſay the Boſcawen received 
her fatal blow; for in handing or 
making faſt the main-fail, tho' orders 
had been given to chain the yard be- 
fore the people went up yet the boat- 
. ſwain 


VO V AGES. 207 
ſwain had neglected it, the ſtrap of 
the geer-block, by which the yard 
hung, gave way, and the main yard 
fell down, having above ſixty people 
on it, with the greateſt violence on 
the gunnel of the ſhip, clearing all 
before it. And altho' the ſtarboard 
yard arm fell ſo far a-peek into the ſea; 
as to be a great part in the water, yet 
not a man was hurt or drowned. The 
ſhip certainly received ſome injury in 
her joints by the accident; for ſhe 
very ſoon after grew leaky, which was 
the inlet to all-our future: misfortunes 
in her, that ended in her intire loſs. 
The Duke of Bedford privateer was 
along- ſide when this accident hap- 
pened; but the violence of the ſtorm 
not allowing her to give any aſſiſtance, 
ſhe was obliged, in order to provide 
for herſelf; to leave the Boſcawen: 
2 5 
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and they never ſaw each other after- 
wards. | 
* he sl "oY a this Apen 
tion, the ſtorm ſtill continuing, the 
wa and a leak in the lar-board- 
fide of her fore- hold; and made fo 
much water, as to put them under a 
neceſſity of keeping two of her pumps 
contiuually going: but, by getting 
their cables from between decks, they - 
found, means to come at the leak, 
and ſtopped it for chat day: : but the 
ſtorm coming on more and more ter- 
tible, and the ſwell alſo inereaſing, 
the ip now laboured hard; ſo that 
ſhe ſoon began to work in all her 
lower parts, as if ſne was looſe, or 
had a joint in her keel, and would 
an. In which ſtate the 
now again made ſuch a quantity of 
Rune that he carpenters were at a 
EN loſs 


© 
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loſs how to judge of the nature of her 
leaks, apprehending them to proceed 
from a general weakneſs of the whole 
ſhip in her original conſtruction : we 
were at this time cruiſing off the 
weſtern iſles. Mr. Walker ordered 
the ſhip to bear away, till ſhe ſhould 
come forty or fifty leagues weſtward 
of Scilly, where he intended to have 
finiſhed the remaining part of his 
cruiſe. In which ſtation they might, 
in caſe of more urgent accidents, be 
within twenty-four hours fail of Scilly 
or Kinſale: but on the 17th, the 
| water ſo greatly increaſing in the 
hold as to alarm the whole ſhip, the 
lieutenants and officers ſigned a peti- 
tion to Mr, Walker, ſetting forth the 
ill ſtate of her, and requeſting, that, 
for the preſervation of their lives and 
her, he would intirely give over the 

cruiſe, and make the beſt» of his 


Way 
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way to England. Mr. Walker met 
them directly in the ward- room, in 
conſultation thereupon. He told 
them, that tho' they had not yet found 
the ſucceſs expected, he hoped their 
want of buſineſs had not made them 
weary of the cruiſe before it was over; 
for tho' he agreed with them, that 
the ſhip was not in a condition to 
keep them ſeas, at ſo great a diſtance 
from home, yet, at the ſamẽ time, he 
did not apprehend her to be in ſuch 
imminent danger as to oblige them to 
give over the cruiſe. However he 
ſaid, he would be guided in all things 
by reaſon and facts, and deſired every 
one to give their opinion without re- 

ſerve. Mr. Dottin, the firſt lieutenant, 
| ſaid, he had very lately examined into 
the whole ſtate of the ſhip; that her 
leaks every minute grew worſe, their 
rigging was ſpent, and their proviſion 
| bad; 
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bad; which circumſtances were alone 
the occaſion of his becoming a peti- 
tioner with the reſt. The carpenter 
made a report, that he hourly expec- 
ted ſome buts or planks to ſtart; the 
heads of the nails being all eaten away 
with ruſt, and the planks not ſo well 
trinneled, as our Engliſh ſhips in ge- 
neral are; and that, from her main 
hatch to her fore-maſt, ſhe was ſo 
weak, he would not inſure her, not- 
withſtanding their beſt pumping, to 
keep above water for twenty-four 
hours. Mr. Walker then conſented 
to proceed for the firſt port in Eng- 
land; obſerving, that his honour and 
duty to his owners obliged him to 
ſpeak to every ſhip he ſaw in his way 
home: but, above every thing, he re- 
commended to them to uſe their beſt 
endeavours to animate and encourage 
the people, that their ſpirits might 

FE | be 


| 2 very rough, ſo as to occaſion the 
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be kept up, and conſequently be the 
better able to perform their duty, as 
therein not only all hopes of future 
ſucceſs, but their preſent ſafety de- 
pended. 

: From this time to the 20th; the 


men kept willingly to the pumps. 


The ſhip had four pumps ofthe French 
conſtruction, which now were kept 
conſtantly employed, and which diſ- 
charged a great deal more water, in 


equal time, than our common fort 


do; tho' not ſo much by the half as 
chain pumps, but they take leſs 
room. Therefore, for all common 
merchant ſhips, the French conſtruc- 
tion is by much the moſt preferable : 
but notwithſtanding the great and in- 
ceſſant diſcharge of theſe pumps, the 
water all the time gained upon their 
labour, and the weather continued 


ſhip 
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ſhip to work upon the waves with 
great difficulty. A languor now ſeem- 
ed to ſteal upon the limbs and ſenſes 
of the men, and the ſymptoms of 
their former deſpondency began to 
appear. Every method was taken to 
invigorate them; but riſing circum- 
ſtances ſeemed to oppoſe themſelves, 
at every effort, to all endeavours of 
that kind. For now, on the twentieth, 
the ſtorm again increaſed, and by the 
greater labour and working of the 
ſhip, the water ruſhed in at all her 
ſeams in her fore-part, and ſeveral 
buts above water ſtarted; ſo that now 
the pumps with all their power were 
not ſufficient to keep it under; but 
every other hand was obliged to be 
employed in baling, which threw up 
_ ſuch large quantities or ſuch a flood 
of water on the decks, that the ſcup- 
| per-holes, which were ten in number, 
and 


and very large, were not able to vent 
it with an equal diſcharge; and in 
this ſituation we continued for ſeven 
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days longer. 
Another ſpeedy conſultation was 
called about throwing the guns over 


board, and fix of the foremoſt were 
agreed on to be thrown over. Some 
advanced, that bringing the guns back- 
wards in the hold would raiſe the ſhip 
more out of the water forwards; but as 
her leakings were too low for that to be 
of anyuſe, it was thought thatthe grea- 
ter weight in her hold would make her 
labour ſtill the harder; fo they were 
without delay thrown over. 


In this fatal dilemma one of an- 
other kind was formed among the 


people as the only reſource for their 
lives. This was no leſs than a con- 
| ſpiracy to ſeize on the ſmall arms, 
| and take the —_ and — into 


their 
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their poſſeſſion, and ſo leave the ſhip 
with the captain, officers, and the reſt 
of the crew, to the mercy of the ſeas. 
Horrid as thisdeſign was, yetasthe pro- 
ſpect of preſervation by any other means 
was impoſſible, it was a crime more 
to be pitied and prevented than for- 
mally condemned and puniſhed; every 
man being deſirous of quitting the ill- 


omened ſhip, which was now again 


believed to be deſtined to a watry fate. 
Mr. Walker, who, at all ſuch times, 
feared his men would naturally fly to 
cabals, and their own directions, from 
labour and command, where death 


ſeemed the only end of both, had 


before placed his ſpies amongſt them; 
and being informed of every move- 
ment, and among the reſt of this, 
took occaſion to order up ſome of his 
officers on the tops, and diſpoſing the 


reſt in the fore- caſtle and other places, 


We where 
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where'the arms were lodged, they, 68 


a ſignal nn arms only for 
themſelves, in a moment” threw all 
the reſt of the ſmall arms and arm- 

8 cheſts, all the pole-axes, crows; ſhot, 


and every weapon of inſtrument of 


offence, overboard. By theſe means, 
without waiting for further arguments, 
the poor conſpirators, aſtoniſhed, per- 
Eeived it out of their power to execute 
their deſign, which they were conſcious 
Was detected and at once prevented ; 
and, in the greateſt agonies of - ſur- 
priſe and fear, imagined Mr. Walker 
and his officers' were now going to 
put in practice againſt them what 
had been by themſelves intended 
againſt others. But Mr. Walker im- 
medtiately, with great mildneſs, told 
them, he ſincerely forgave them their 
foohſh raſhnefs, as he looked on it an 


ele rather of their fears than diſ- 
obedience. 
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obedience : that if they would now 
_ exert their beſt ſtrength and ſpirits, ts 
pump and bale vut the water, they 
in all probability would - preſerve 
themſelves and him : but the mo- 
ment they declined ſo doing, they 
muſt expect as ſudden death in going 
to the bottom. If they did their ut- 
moſt, he and his officers would never 
part from them : but if they refuſed 
their aſſiſtance to the general p̃reſer- 
vation, he had it in his power to pro- 
vide ſeparately for himſelf and officers, 
as they before ſo cowardly intended 
to have done for themſelves. - This 
being at once the doctrine and prac- 
tice of humanity, ſo affected the poor 
fellows, that many of them were ſeen. 
to turn aſide and weep 3 touched with 
a ſenſe of the (generous goodneſs of 
their preſerver, or with remorſe at 
their own intentions. - They all then 
. L endea- 
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endeavoured, diſpirited as they were, 


to give him three cheers, of their love 
and gratitude; which were ſent up 


in ſuch broken and feeble ſounds, 


that Mr. Walker, on his part, could 
not help letting fall a token of his 
grief at the death of their uſual vi- 
gour. He and his officers, being 
ſolely armed, removed next the barge 
and yawl, for their greater ſecurity, 
from the boombs; and bringing them 


aft;:laſhed them one on each ſide the 


quarters, where they were immedi- 
ately under his own eye and com- 
mand. Thus diſappointed of all other 
means, which was the great enfor- 
eing argument, the men applied 
themſelves to the pumps, and their 
other duty, with ſuch unwearied dili- 
gence, that they did all that could be 


expected from men in their condi- 


tion. 


3 — 35 From 


„ 
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From this time Mr. Walker never 
quitted the quarter-deck; nor once 
hy down for ſeven days, ſleeping on- 
ly as he ſtood, leaning on the barri- 
cade or rail of the quarter- deck; for 
the men watched every motion and 
every word. And had he diſappear- 
ed a minute, tis believed the duty of 
the ſhip had ſtopped, the officers 
themſelves, notwithſtanding the fre- 
quent aſſurances of reſolution given 
by them to Mr. Walker, at ſome- 
times being as deſponding as the men. 
But whatever the captain's own fears 
were, he never diſcovered them even 
to his officers; inſiſting to the laſt, he 
did not think the ſhip in any inſtant 
danger: ſo that ſuch of them as gave 
a preference to his judgment over their 
own ſenſes, a while grew more eaſy. 
Mr. Walker had taken in at Madeira 
L 2 twelve 
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twelve quarter caſks of the beſt 
Malmſey wine, intended as preſents 


for his friends. Theſe he ordered re- 


gularly to be portioned out to them, 
under the inſpection of his officers; 
which by its good body and ſoundneſs 
greatly kept up the natural ſtrength 
and ſpirits of the men. It was thought 


proper to move two of the pumps 


forward to the hatch-way : which be- 
ing juſt under Mr. Walker, as he 
| ſtood on the quarter-deck, you might 
ſee the men in their labour look up 
at him, as it were ſearching his coun- 
tenance ; and at every forced encou- 
ragement ſend up ſome bleſſing, often 
anſwering his ſeeming chearfulneſs 
with not unmanly tears. Another 
circumſtance added much to our ca- 
lamity. All the caſks, by the water 


W ſo high in the hold, floated or 
rolled 
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rolled about, ſtriking from ſide to fide 
againſt the ceilings of the ſhip ; that 
they were obliged to ſtave all ſuch of 
them as they could reach, to the loſs 
of moſt of their proviſion and water 
and the men had no other ſuſtenance, 
except ſome 80 than the wine and 
biſket. 
On the twenty- fourth, the Run 
grew ſtill more violent than. before; 
ſo as to have given buſineſs ſyfficient 
for the ſoundeſt ſhip, to have made 
her way in ſafety thro' it, She now 
worked forward, as it were upon 
joints, letting i in vaſt ſprings of water 
at every motion, and groaning hard 
as ſhe laboured on in the ſtorm. 
Seventeen more of the guns were 


LE 


1 without much conſultation ſent over, 

15 the anchors cut away with the ſprit- 

„ar vard, and flying-gibboom, and 
e 


every thing done, without regard to 
EI; 


8 222 CoMMODDORE Warlkrr's 
loſs, which was thought to give her 

eaſe. The pumps alſo choaked in 

the hatch-way, and were baſtily re- 
moved to their former place. The 
next day, the fore-ſail, as they were 
hauling it up, ſplit all to pieces by the 
violence of the wind. The' rigging 
alſo, through inceſlant ſtrains, by the 
Mpodrz ring of the ſhip, gave way. Thus 
they juſt fwam almoſt a wreck upon 
the ſea, every moment expecting to 
fink for ever, and every wave to be 
the laſt thro which the ſhip could 
ſtruggle; for they could not ſpare the 
Hands from the pumps and bailing 
to repair any damages. Happy had 
it then been thought, if their worſt 
enemies had come to ſave them by 
boridage from a more inglorious 
death. But not a ſail was met with 
or ſeen, ſince the departing of the 
| ei Nn n during the 


whole 


VON AGRANA an 
whole time of their diſtreſs. Mr. Wal- 


ker was now the only man, except 
one, who did not make ſome viſible 
ſhew of his fears; and indeed the only 
one who. appeared unconcerned as 
to the danger, as he inſiſted the ſhip 
would reach her port: but then his 
great anxiety of acting, ſhewed him 
touched with a more general care than 
he would expreſs for himſelf alone. 
Being addreſſed by ſome of the moſt 
terrified, that prayers might be ſaid, 
he anſwered, he hoped every man's 
heart was an altar of conſtant prayer 
and praiſe; but that a formal cere- 
mony of ſuch duty preſented. in di- 
ſtreſs only, looked like a compulſive 
ſacrifice of fear, and was confeſſing 
the motive of it, deſpondency, which 
might be juſtly rewarded with the 
bad effects of its danger in lowering 
the ſpirits or hopes of the men: but 

14 that 
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that to animate themſelves and men, 
was doing their duty to the laſt: on 
ſuch good aſſurances of being right 
therein, prepared to ſubmit to fate, or 
ready to embrace with thanks their 
deliverance. When afternoon: came, 
the men began to flag in ſpirits and 
in work, ſeeming careleſs of the ar- 
rival of that fate to which they 
thought they muſt yield at laſt ; and 
ſeveral argued it to be folly in them 
to pump any longer. To offer threats 
or penalties where death was aſked, 
promiſed -little ſucceſs. Whilſt Mr. 
Walker was thus in ſtudy what means 
to-uſe, he miſſed moſt of his principal 
officers at. the ſame time. They in 
fact had retired from under his eye, 
not daring before him to give utte- 
rance to their mutual feelings of their 
danger, and had met in the gun- 
room in . conſolation, in 

5 order 
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order to take eternal leave of. each. 
other. Acquainted herwith, but not 
ſeeming to notice it, he privately ſent; 
up a man to the top to cry a fail, and 
having called his drum to him, bid it 
immediately beat to arms. The ſud- 
den alarm of joy ſoon elevated the 
men, and ſtartled the deſpondents 
below ; who, running up and hearing 
a fail cried, cloſed round Mr, Walker. 
for his orders. Sir, ſays one, do you 
think of engaging ?” „Ves, Sir, ſays 
Mr. Walker, in a low voice, when L 
ſee an enemy ſo neat—your OWN. 
fears, which attack the hearts of all- 
my other men. Iam willing to take. 
my greater part of duty, but you leaye 
too much to my ſhare.” Perceiviag 
the device, in which as they felt the 
rebuke, they were convinced of his 
. KW fuperior perſeverance, they never after 
left his command: but the diſcovery. 
1 was 
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Was not communicated to the men; 
for it now growing dark, they were 
kept up in ſpirits for the night, as in 
hopes of coming up with the fab next 
morning. 1 
The next morning no ſail appearing, 
the. men were ſomewhat caſt down; 
but the ſtorm being abated they were 
encouraged t to proceed to the firſt land, 
as they were in no capacity of going 
In ſearch of a chace. This held for 
the greater part of the day, till re- 
flection ſhewing them the inſufficien- 
cy of their paſt hopes, and no further 
proſpect riſing of ſucceſs, the former 
malady of mind returned, and all 
ſeemed loſt again; when Mr. Walker 
aflured them, as poſitive in his own 
- judgment, they would ſee land next 
day. This again wound up hope, 
which waits on expectation; tho 
he certainly, did not make aſſurance to 
3 Eo himſelf 


4 * H 
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himſelf of his promiſe, but only uſed 
this device as a policy which touched 
the chief ſpring of the mind's ma- 

chine, namely, the ſame hope on 
which all the other paſſions turn. Du- 
ring this ſuſpence, a man came run- 
ning upon the quarter-deck, whether 
ſcared by his own fears, or ſent by the 


others, is uncertain, 'with news, that 


the ſhip was juſt then going to fink. 
* You villain, you lie, cries Mr. Wal- 
ker: the told me otherwiſe this mo- 
ment, as ſhe roſe on yonder wave; 
and knocked down the poor follow, 


who went back to his comrades; with 


an account of the reception he met 


with for his over haſty intelligence. 
Thus Mr. Walker's undiſmayed re- 
ſolution to the laſt began to commu- 


nicate itſelf to the ſpirits of the others, 
and kept them up thro' wearinefs and 
fatigue, with al hope which ſome- = 

L 6 times 
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times grew to a faith, that they were 
to be preſerved becauſe he was the 
prophet; and thus another night was 
worn thro' in labour and anxiety, 
wiſhing for a ſuſpenſion of death till 
morn, which was expected to bring 
the promiſed reprieve. 

The morning came, and joy, like an 
additional light broke forth with it, and 
cheered the ſouls and very beings of 
the men; for land now appearing, 
proved it a true prophecy. Thither 
they ſteered, and the weather clear- 
ing and wind favourable, they ſeem- 
ed to make an happy progreſs on their 
way, tho ſtill in equal danger, and 
with inceſſant fatigue of mind and 
body. The land was St. Ives: at 
length their ſtrength was juſt exhauſt- 
ed, notwithſtanding the continued 


proſpect of relief more and more at 
6 hand, 
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hand, which ſpoke an encouragement, 
they reached the bay, and had they 
had another league to go tis thought 
their beſt labour had not attained it, ſo 
ſpent were the men, and ſo deep was 
the water in the ſhip. They inſtantly 
hoiſted their colours of diſtreſs, and 
fired ſome of their remaining guns as 
ſignals; upon which the boats went 
off to their aſſiſtance, and brought the 
ſhip into the road. From the quan- 
tity of water in her hold, and the 
want of anchors to bring her up, it 


Was judzed moſt adviſeable to get her 


within the pier; but the people not be- 
ing able thro' the violence of the wind 
and ſea fo todo, ſhe fell to leeward of 
the harbour, and lodged herſelf on a 
rocky ſhore, which the moment ſhe 
touched, ſhe broke -into two, and al- 
together ſeparated ; one maſt falling 
| in 
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in upon the ſhore, and the other maſt 


upon the ſea, By the nearneſs of the 
ſhore-and the number of boats, all the 
men were ſaved except four, and three 
of theſe had foretold the nen 
vt. the ſhip. _ 

Thus Fell a wreck the fineſt priva- 
teer in Europe: ttis certain ſhe felt a 
ſhock by the falling of the yard; but 
the carpenter inſiſted ſhe would have 
equally leaked, and her buts have 
ſtarted on account of the heads of the 
nails being eaten away with ruſt, and 
of the planks not being well trineled, 
as has been before obſerved; which 
French method of building is herein 


erroneous: for tho they be very 


ſkilful in the mechaniſm of a ſhip as 
to her proportions for well ſailing, 
yet they are not ſo juſt in the good- 
neſs of Ny conſtructions, their bodies 
E 31, 255 2 
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being generally too weak, as was 
proved to be the caſe of this unfor- 
tunate ſhip : whereas the trinnels or 
Pegs by ſwelling, become of a united 
body with the reſt of the planks or 


timber, and, having no heads for the 


planks to force againſt, cannot ſo rea- 
dily ſtart as the others. But in ac- 
counting for this accident to the ſhip, 
I have heard Mr. Walker lay great 


charge of it to himſelf, and have his 
expreſs directions to mention it, as it 


may be of ſome public uſe. That 
the French, regarding chiefly the 
failing of their ſhips, may, in their 
great knowledge of mechanics, calcu- 
late to an exactneſs the ſtrength of 
them, to the weight of metal they are 
to bear; he changing her guns, from 
twenty-eight nine pounders, to thirty 
twelve and nine pounders, as before- 
mentioned, might be too conſtant and 


top- 
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top-heavy a weight on her decks, 
when ſhe came to labour in a ſtorm. 
The people of the ſea-coaſt of 
Cornwall have for ſome years under- 
gone the cenſure of being ſavage de- 
vourers of all wrecks, that ſtrike a- 
. gainſt their coaſts. How weak a crea- 
ture is general belief, the dupe of idle 
fame! Humanity never exerciſed its 
virtues more conſpicuouſly than in 
this inſtance, in the inhabitants and 
people of St. Ives. They flocked 
down in numbers to our aſſiſtance; 
and, at the riſque of many of their 
own lives, faved ours. Mr. Walker 
would not be prevailed upon to quit 
the ſhip, till he had ſeen the fick lifted 
thro' the cabin windows into the 
boats; bidding all, without diſtinction, 
provide for themſelves, as he was 
capable ofſwimming: but he was him- 
2 at laſt, lifted out by two of the 
townl+ 
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townfmen, ſtrangers to him, who | 
went upon the wreck to bring him 
* ; 2 2 3. 51 

It would be tedious to paint all the 
ſenſible expreſſions of thanks and gra- 
titude, in the people to Providence for 
this their great deliverance: I ſhall 
mention one for the whole, as the 
moſt particularly obſerved by the reſt. 
The ſurgeon, who had been on board, 
was a gentleman of good wit and un- 
derſtanding; but unhappily remark - 
able for too looſe a neglect of duty to 
that being he had always ſenſe enough 
to revere. In all the former ſcenes 
amidſt others concern, he ſhewed ſo 
little ſenſe of feeling at any change of 
ſtate which mortality was ſubje& to, 
that his lighter flights of humour 
ſeemed ſtill wholly to poſſeſs him. At 
the very laſt conſultation, when every 


other 
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Other mind was attentive to the 
higheſt objects, he having fixed his 
eyes very ſtedfaſtly on a perſon oppo- 
ſite to him, who had but one arm, 
broke out into a violent fit of laugh- 
ing; and being reprimanded for his 
mirth, ſo out of ſeaſon, I am only 
laughing, ſays he, to think, how auk- 
ward that fiſh there will ſwim with 
but one fin.“ This gentleman get- 
ting on ſhore, whither the ſhip, as by 
dhe word of Providence, had juſt lived 
to deliver them before her own diſſo- 
ation, and being touched certainly 
at ſuch interpoſition in his favour, 
»threw up an eye to heaven, in the 
preſence of the whole company, that 
ſparkled with a fire more than com- 
5 monly human, crying Satt 55 O God! 
to whom, for theſe ſeven years, Ihave 
nos ted up * eye or heart in 
4biem” 7 1 2 prayer, 
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prayer, I now preſume to thank you. 


Let me never ga. this ty: merey. 
or my duty more. 7 2979 
When they came into the town, 
every body's houſe was open to them 
in all the offices of aſſiſtance: but 
above all other inſtances which could 
be given of the generoſity of the place, 
oratitude muſt here pay her greateſt 
debt, in remembring John Stevens, 
Eſq ; whoſe unwearied activity, li- 
berality, and prudence, in aiding, be- 
friending, and directing our affairs, 


are without paralellel, except in other 


like actions of his own. He took 


Mr. Walker to his own houſe where 


he lived with him duriog his ſtay in 
the place: he was, in ſhort, in every 


circumſtance from Mr. Walker, down 
to the loweſt man, the father of re- 


dreſs to every grievance. When we 
mention this gentleman as moſt di- 
ſtinguiſh- 
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ſtinguiſhable amongſt many others, 
we do'not forget to acknowledge the 


_ debts of obligation we owe to the 


mayor, the magiſtrates, and other 
gentlemen of the town, whoſe invita- 
tions, readineſs to ſerve, and other 
acts of civility, rendered them ever 


worthy the beſt report of their de- 
ſerving. The firſt night Mr. Walker 


made all his officers ſleep under their 
arme, as he did the like, to be in rea- 
dineſs, in caſe of any attack. againſt 


the wreck; and accordingly ſo it hap- 


pened, for in the night the miners 
came down, and were ſetting about 
ſharing the wreck amongſt them. At 
the very firſt alarm, the mayor him- 
ſelf was up and a party of the town, 
who went in arms with Mr. Walker 
againſt them, diſperſed the croud, and 
took two of the men priſoners: theſe 
are a people the civil power are 

£ ſcarcely 
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ſcarcely anſwerable for, at leaſt. for 
their good manners, as they live al- 
molt out of the diſtrifts of human ſo- 
ciety, and may be faid to be no vi- 
ſible inhabitants of the earth, tho they 
act in the world. The time during 
their ſtay, which was upwards of 
three weeks, was ſolely employed in 
taking care of the wreck ;- and thro”. 
the aſſiſtance of the aforeſaid gentle- 
men and others, every thing and mat- 
ter was taken care of with as much 
and more exactneſs, than if the 
wreck had lain at the ſhore. of 
Dartmouth, or thc doors of the pro- 
prietors; and a great part was ſaved 
to a conſiderable amount. Mr. Wal- 
ker did not forget to remind his of- 
ficers in the duty he had before ad- 
viſed to them, of returning thanks to 
that Preſerver, to whom they owed ſo 
great a deliverance; and the Sunday 
_ 
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after went, at the head of all his of- 
ficers and moſt of the crew, to church, 
where public thanks were returned 
for the late great and divine mercies 
they had received; and the clergy- 
man was ſo intereſted in the caſe, as 
to preach a very excellent ſermon 
ſuitable to the occaſion. Mr. Wal- 
ker then went to Dartmouth. 
Thus ended this -paſorturate 
cruiſe, protracted for-upwards of three 
months, by various perplexities and 
accidents, in which Mr. Walker was 
to take his trial as in ſucceſs,” I have 
not yet made mention of the cauſe 
of the George tender quitting the 
Boſcawen, which perhaps was one 
of the wickedeſt ſteps ever taken of 
* 7 The captain of her deſign- 
edly went off with her to Ireland, and 
there ſold the greater part of her 
wines. He indeed returned with her 
| after- 


2 
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afterwards to Dartmouth, with ſome 
vague excuſes for his behaviour. This 
action alſo ſhews itſelf the more 
wicked, as, in their conſequent di- 
ſtreſs, they might all have periſhed, 
for want of the aſſiſtance he could 
have given. 

This was the only cruiſe in which | 
I did not attend Mr. Walker, having 
been detained at Dartmouth thro” ill- 
neſs; but T was preſent at the inter- 
views between him and his late own-" 
ers, who received him with marks of 
eſteem, and a joy equal to what had 


been the claim of the beſt ſucceſs. 


One of the firſt queſtions Mr. Walker 
alked was, whether they were in 
ſured? The anſwer was, No, nor ever 
would be in a ſhip where he com- 


manded. They further offered, and 


which was, at ſeveral times after re-/ 
"Fu 
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peated, to build him a new forty gun 
ſhip from the ſtocks, after his own 


model and directing; but his affairs 


at this preſent hurried him to Lon- 
n. A | 5 5 
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